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A recent survey concluded that the average British person will say sorry more than 1.9 million
times in his lifetime. This may strike some as a conservative estimate. From this, one might
think that the British are especially polite. This might be true if sorry were always, or even

usually, a straightforward apology. It isn’t. The reason they stay on ()the sorry-go-round is that

the word, in their English, is so very versatile. A. A. Gill, writing for the benefit of visitors to the
London Olympics, boasted that Londoners were just permanently irritated. He said, “I think we
wake up taking offense. All those English teacup manners, the exaggerated please and thank

yous, are really the muzzle we put on our short tempers. There are, for instance, a dozen

inflections® of the word sorry. Only one of them means ‘I'm sorry.”

Here are just a few of the many moods and meanings these two syllables can convey:

“Sorry!” (I stepped on your foot.)

“Sorry.” (You stepped on my foot.)

“Sorry?” (I didn’t catch what you just said.)

“SOrry.” (You are an idiot.)

“SORRY.” (Get out of my way.)

“SorRY.” (The nerve of some people!)

“I'm sorry but. . .” (Actually I'm not at all.)

“Sorry. ..” (I can’t help you.)

It’s all in the tone, of course, and this is where sorry becomes permanently lost in translation.
An American friend will never forget ( 7 ) she finally figured out that sorry can be a tool of
passive aggression in Britain’s hierarchical social system — a form of dismissal. ( 7 ) she was
a college kid in England and people gave her an apology that was not sincere, but meant to @)put

her in her place, she would respond (%)
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All those English teacup manners, the exaggerated please and thank yous, are really what. . .

(A) make us offensive (B) prevent us from showing anger

(C) we are sorry about (D) we really want to show
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[( 7 )HOERK]
(A) how (B) since (C) when (D) where

[(( 1 )HOBERK]
(A) at (B) in (C) on (D) with
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(A) Americans often give and receive compliments because their behavior is based on negative
politeness.

(B) Americans often say seemingly empty phrases because they usually want a relationship
with others.

(C) The British do not use sorry to mean it, because they have a negative nature.

(D) The British tend to conceal what they really feel.
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(A) apologize to her for taking her place

(B) remind her of her position
(C) return her to where she was
(D) take the place of her

< ACEFT>

people gave her an apology that was not sincere, but meant to @put her in her place, she would

respond earnestly, “Oh, no, it’s OK! Don’t worry!”
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Sorry . . .
(A) and American compliments are contrary to each other.
(B) and American compliments serve similar social purposes.
(C) is very different from American compliments for social purposes.

(D) serves as a politeness device, but American compliments do not.
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This is because American society’s fluidity can lead to insecurity.

(A %V 232N T0)

In British culture, you're assumed to be secure in your place, to know where you stand. But in

real life, who does? Practically no one.

BRI FAN RN & &, 2D no one D& ZAIZ [=insecure] & E W=, ZDO22%EFHLT*
DHEDIRT T T TG ThHhDLE, TAV I HAXY ALE U linsecure] &) LHRDOHFTITH
NTWBEWIH@EAN G, TOHEDOLENL VB TE, Z20HB)E WV ) BRI 235,




MAX AT 7'm—F 2018 HUE KT
<ZERCRE >

TuatR L LTUIUTZE#RLE O,

O MBSz, ATHRD BTN D D)% BRI O,

Q@ AUEFTONT T T T Egid, ODOF—U— FRR0h 2R T 5,
@ HhZEYe Ry 2 BARME S E T <

FHIZHOWTIL, JH] 12025 FT1ODORA U M L0 bO0RHY, Tz 1 2OHKE L THE
L7z, DFED, 30 FTHNIE 1 ODRA > b, 40 F~T70 FTHIUE 2 DDHRA > b, 60~70 FT
HIUL3ODRA L b, EWVHEIICHDOFTEHEEL LTV, o, [~FRE] L0 EOSHA
X1 HIOFES (40 FFEE /2 D 36~44F) [TINE D L9 IZHEZ D, FEHNE > TV AHEHELISME, &
PFTRFEEXEZT A MARICLTOOMERICLICELS Z &,

WA= LIBE, 2018 FEDORMEND 2 27 I —FHlE L THE I,



MAX AT 7'm—F 2018 HUE KT

%] 1

KT 1
1. FEREHQONPRTHENAE L TWDDIERED, 40 FREO A ARZETHHA L2 S0,

<ASCEEPT >

The reason they stay on @the sorry-go-round is that the word, in their English, is so very

versatile.
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The reason they stay on (nthe sorry-go-round is that the word, in their English, is so very

versatile. '
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How far are we prepared to go to kick-start (ygreen revolution 2.0?
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How far are we prepared to go to kick-start q)green revolution 2.0?
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Feeding ourselves without spoiling the planet is one of the biggest challenges we face.
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These days, the population of Japan is in decline. Some people are getting married later. Some
people are deciding not to marry. Meeting marriage partners is difficult. In the past, Omiai was
practiced, but it is uncommon today. Some people in Japan support alternative matchmaking
practices, including speed dating.

Speed dating helps single men and women meet a large number of people. They meet each
other for short three to eight minute “dates”. At the end of the event, they submit a list of people
who they would like to meet again. If there is a match, contact information is given to both
parties.

Speed dating has some advantages. First, it is fun. Also, everybody is there to get married.
They are grouped with people the same age. Participants can come alone without feeling shy.
Also, it 1s something that women can do in groups. People do not feel pressure, because the
matching happens after the event.

On the other hand, speed dating has some disadvantages. Many speed dating events are held
in bars. Many people don’t like bars. Also, a couple that decides they are not a good match
quickly must sit together until the end of the “date”. Most speed dating events match people at
random. Participants will meet different “types” that they might not normally talk to.
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Cell phones should not be allowed in school for a couple of reasons. First, they are too much of a
distraction. When students are in class they need to focus on the subject they are studying, not
checking their mail or surfing the Internet. Second, ring tones and vibration noises from cell

phones interrupt the class. This irritates the teacher and distracts the students from their

studies. In other words, cell phones negatively affect the learning environment.
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Cell phones should not be allowed in school for a couple of reasons.

+ cell phones negatively affect the learning environment.
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