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Brazil

Brazil has a low risk of major catastrophes: tsunami, volcanic eruption, major
earthquake, etc. However, Brazil is seriously affected by repeated small-scale disasters,
such as the flooding of many rivers every year during the rainy season. Moreover,
landslide damage also occurs. Our country has one of the largest economies in the world.
On the other hand, income inequality has been increasing rapidly more and more. Since
the 1950s, unregulated residential construction by low-income squatters has led to
urban expansion into areas at high risk of disasters. Many cities have suffered
increasing damage from landslides. Landslides, rapidly rising river levels, and flooding
account for 87% of disaster-related deaths in southern and southeastern Brazil. In 2011,
the state of Rio de Janeiro suffered the worst disaster in Brazil&#39;s history, with
more than 1,000 people killed or missing due to landslides caused by torrential rains.
In addition to the above, small and recurring floods cause economic losses of R$1 billion
(approximately US$175 million) every year in Brazil.

In response to the 2011 disaster, Brazil increased its domestic contributions to
disaster preparedness, developed legislation, and we received technical cooperation
from Japan. However, disaster risks caused by illegal construction, which occurred
because of rapid urbanization, have not been eliminated, and serious disasters could
still occur at any time, and women and children are vulnerable, disaster damage can
easily become severe. In addition, effective counterplans against drought have not been
implemented, and forests, which play a role in combating climate change, have been
decreased. As mentioned earlier, Brazil is suffered from serious and recurring disasters.
We receive assistance from developed countries (e.g., Japan) in times of disaster. In
addition to our own country, there are many developing and least developed countries
that have been severely damaged by natural disasters. However, they are not able to
provide adequate disaster relief and take sufficient measures to prevent disasters
because they have less resources and funds to spend on disaster counterplans compared
to developed countries. Brazil is no exception. Brazil urges developed countries to
reaffirm that it is in the interest of the entire planet that developing countries like
Brazil and other least developed countries can benefit from resilience and sustainable
economic activities. We strongly urge developed countries that leadership be taken in
climate change preparedness, financial assistance, and technical assistance systems
with immediate impact, etc., with an awareness of the reflections raised in the Sendai
Framework for Disaster Reduction. We also urge that the use and distribution of
disaster relief aid systems be decided not by developed countries, but through wide-
ranging and equal discussion among all participating countries. For example, in many
emerging countries, health systems and laws are not yet as well developed as in
developed countries. Disaster prevention measures such as technical assistance in
emerging countries is likely to maintain solid resilience once measures are taken.
Appropriate uses should be formulated, such as providing sustainable emergency
assistance to least developed countries that have been severely affected by disasters,
and providing, long-lasting technical assistance for disaster reduction measures to
emerging countries that are at risk of recurrence of disasters.

In addition, we propose that a system be established with the future goal of providing
not only aid through contributions by developed countries only, but also through
contributions by developing countries that are expected to develop in the future,
especially emerging countries such as BRICS, VISTA, and the NEXT11. The most
important thing for international resilience is to have a sustainable and stable disaster
management support contribution and emergency aid supply. When developed
countries are unable to make stable contributions due to issues such as low birthrates,
aging populations, or economic recession, emerging countries should establish a system
to compensate. However, this is a long-term proposal, and to maintain supple resilience,
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it is essential to continue the technical and material current supports provided by
developed countries. After continuing these supports with immediate effect, emerging
countries should be aware that their responsibilities will arise in the future and
developed countries should make their current supports more robust considering the
benefits they will receive from emerging countries in the future. We believe that such
stronger support will ultimately lead to all countries benefiting from resilience.

These are the policies of Brazil.
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Indonesia

Indonesia is a country that is surrounded by the ocean. The country has an abundant
and beautiful nature but also tends to be a victim of natural disasters such as
earthquakes, volcano eruptions, and floods. After the catastrophic earthquake in 2004,
which resulted in death of 220000 people, Indonesia had taken a step by instituting
disaster prevention law which led the government to have organizations to prepare for
the disaster even though the system is quite not perfect. Organization called BNPB
which was established in 2008, has been supporting BPDB, which is one of the local
government units, by using the technical guideline of creating hazard maps and
regional disaster prevention plan, provided by JICA back in 2011. But only 91 out of
497 districts adopted such plans. The Indonesian government is making disaster
management policies and laws through the “Desa Tangguh: Resellient Villages”
initiative to build safe houses and villages that can reduce getting damaged from
disasters. BPDB has been leading communities to support each other. With enough
support from BNPB, they will help each community to have a forum for disaster risk
reduction, to understand the disaster risks and to institute disaster management plans.
But Indonesia has only started to be prepared for what is to come, and support from
other developed countries is essential. In addition, people in Indonesia do not fully
understand that the damage from disasters can harm the path of economic
development. When disaster occurs, traffic congestion and trying to find their family
and friends can interrupt them from evacuating immediately. In order to change the
situation, we need to deepen our knowledge of reducing the damage of disasters.
Therefore we would like to build a strong cooperative relationship with countries that
are in similar situations, such as Japan.

Indonasia is now tackling the environmental problems as well. In the last two
decades, we succeeded in bringing down the rate of deforestation and bushfire. We are
currently shifting from fossil fuels to photovoltaic power generation and biofuel, and
working on mangrove reforestation. However, we strongly insist that it is essential that
developed countries support developing countries and emerging countries financially so
that they all can address the climate crisis.
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Pakistan

Pakistan is one of the most disaster-prone countries in the world.

In 2022, floods caused by melting glaciers due to monsoons, torrential rains, and heat
waves submerged one-third of the country. Of Pakistan&#39;s 240 million people, 15%,
or 33 million people, were affected, causing $40 billion in damages. More than 800
health facilities have been damaged in the country, of which 180 are completely
damaged, leaving millions of people lacking access to health care and medical
treatment, as reported in many affected districts, according to the World Health
Organization (WHO).WHO chief Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus on August 31 warned
of new outbreaks of diarrheal diseases, skin infections, respiratory tract infections,
malaria and dengue in the aftermath of the floods, while a litany of waterborne diseases
also posed health risks. Two Chinese military planes carrying tents and other flood aid
landed in Karachi on August 30, according to the Consul General of China to Karachi.
China has pledged $14.5 million in aid to Pakistan, while the UK government also
announced a contribution of 1.5 million pounds ($1.73 million) for relief efforts. In our
country, the establishment of a disaster prevention system has been transferred to each
province to establish a disaster prevention system suited to the geographical conditions.
On the other hand, we do not have the technical capacity to identify the disaster-prone
areas necessary to create an optimal system, which results in a lot of damage every
time a disaster strikes. We therefore propose the creation of a new international
framework for assistance by the technological superpowers. This is essential for
countries that cannot solve their own problems and should be done for the sake of global
disaster reduction. [creating an integrated national capacity to identify and monitor
vulnerability and hazard trends including potential climate change impact; creating
Multi-Hazard Early Warning capacity while building upon existing systems and
emphasizing the information and warning needs of vulnerable end-users; strengthening
an integrated disaster preparedness and response capacity from the local to the
national level; promoting development planning that considers and addresses disaster
risks alongside environmental and climate change concerns; strengthening the
structural and non-structural resilience of key infrastructure and lifelines in Pakistan;
strengthening capacity at national and provincial levels to facilitate and provide
support to the implementation of DRR policies, plans and programmes across sectors
and in high-risk areas; strengthening Local Level Risk Reduction capacity focusing
upon communities, and supportive linkages with Union Councils, tehsils and districts;
ensuring Disaster Risk Reduction is systematically integrated into recovery and
reconstruction programming, and informing Disaster Risk Reduction mainstreaming in
general.] There is currently no international framework that incorporates the above
elements, and there is an urgent need to create one.
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Seychelles

1.

Never before have we been so vulnerable to climate change. Climate induced disasters
have increased in its number and power in the past decades. In Seychelles, floods,
cyclones and tsunamis are the main disasters that are causing the catastrophe in the
country. Flooding is the most significant risk, causing nearly 88 percent of the average
loss per year. Flooding Can happen anyplace, anytime and at anyday. Just 2 weeks ago,
a flood occurred and we declared an emergency. There were 3 catastrophes and the
roads were covered in muds and debris. We must raise awareness toward disasters. Due
to the proximity to the Indian ocean, cyclones happen on a daily basis. The tropical
Cyclone Feleng, one of the most severe storms, hit the south west indian ocean causing
significant damages to both nature and buildings including the important
infrastructures. Approximately 1,000 families were affected by floods and landslides.
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Securing the capacity of shelters is a big concern.

Tsunamis are a huge threat to us as well. The tsunami that happened in Indonesia
in 2004 has arrived and we have experienced waves up to 4 meters high. We were so
surprised with this event as we had never experienced such a natural disaster before.
Now in Seychelles, there is an early warning system that is operating 24 hours and has
done a tsunami evacuation drill participated by 14 hotels in 2016. The main problems
we faced was communication. There were many miscommunications and lack of
collaboration between different departments.

2.

In Cop 28, all nations agreed to move away from fossil fuels and rapidly ramp up
renewable energy. Although climate change is getting worse and worse, the amount of
money that will be given to the developing countries to adapt or mitigate the problem
hasn't really changed. SIDS have the most impact when talking about climate change.
Most of the country could be underwater in a matter of decades. To reduce the risk we
need more money. For every dollar we spend for disaster management, it saves another
7 dollars that it would have had to spend on Emergency response. But, we still invest
90% of the money into emergency response and recovery. We must move from a
tradition of emergency response to a culture of prevention and resilience. It seems
expensive but if you look at it in the long run, it's actually cheaper. We would like more
money in the future to be spent in disaster management. It is the country's
responsibility to protect residents and spend money on disaster management. However,
that should not only be the case. Community and residents must be prepared for the
risk that is coming. Which is community resilience. It's about having a good local
community support network and knowing the neighbors better. When you are faced
with problems that cannot be solved by yourself, the first people that will help you are
the neighbors. Nowadays, there are less interactions with the neighbors. In fact a
survey done in the US showed that 54% of the population have little to no trust in their
neighbors.

By holding local community events, they will be having conversations and building
relationships. Without them noticing, they are building community resilience. Moreover
if the communities come together, people can cash transfer to the poorest people in the
community. By this way, vulnerable people will be saved without the support of other
countries. We would like countries to start building well built community resilience.
To make more people prepared for disasters, a specific example of a way to achieve this
goal is to have individuals make a checklist or a guideline. Which shows the things
needed or each person and community when disasters happen. In order to reward those
cooperative people, the government can make either a tangible or an intangible reward
so that the citizens would cooperate in making a community checklist. After that, the
country’s government could also collect those data, and order the communities to update
every few years to be prepared for future disasters.

Somalia
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South Africa

@

Disaster risk has increased in South Africa in recent years, with droughts, tropical
cyclones, and floods causing weather disasters over a wide area. In addition, climate
change is increasing the risk of damage to agriculture due to water shortages and
damage to ecosystems. Constitutionally, the government has significant responsibilities
for disaster management in South Africa. The government has also set up the National
Disaster Management Center (NDMC), which aims at disaster prevention and
mitigation. The duties of the NDMC include monitoring, recruiting, training, and
involving volunteers, educating schools, and communicating and coordinating among
the centers. In addition to this, South Africa also has a serious fire problem, and the
National Fire Service has a role to play. The national government is working with
Sendai to raise awareness for more disaster prevention and to call for concrete
measures to address climate change.

@

In the beginning, we should affirm the necessity of international cooperation to reduce
disaster damage and the existence of countries unable to work out disasters enough on
their own. We call such countries “developing countries” on this position paper.
Regarding the first goal of this conference, we think that all the countries must
implement the Sendai Disaster Risk Reduction Framework, and all its goals need to be
discussed in this conference. Also, we think that we can reduce climate refugees by
implementing the Sendai Disaster Risk Reduction Framework. So, we would like to
suggest the following things: developing their own disaster-resistant infrastructures
and lifelines, sending National Communications (NC) to United Nations Framework
Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) regularly, grasping and sending correct
disaster situations, and creating hazard maps. There are countries that have already
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done these things, but we think it is important to call again. In addition, there are
countries that do not have any ministry or department in charge of disaster prevention.
So, we would like to request these countries to set up disaster prevention systems and
legal frameworks. Regarding the second goal, we think, in disaster damage, there are
disparities between males and females because they cannot learn disaster prevention
education equally. To solve this issue, we would like to suggest making disaster
prevention education equal between males and females. Regarding the third(last) goal,
we think that the key point is technical support. Because technical support can lead to
profit in the long term, more than material and financial support. So, developing
countries including South Africa strongly need technical support for public works. Of
course, we appreciate the initiatives of Official development Assistance (ODA), but
there sometimes exists tied ODA. Tied ODA is an upfront investment. We need direct
support to get benefits in the long term, rather than tied ODA. For these reasons, we
would like to suggest that developed countries supply technical support, necessary for
public works to areas vulnerable to disasters. But this suggestion does not produce the
national interests of developed countries. So, we would like to suggest that developing
countries reduce the amount of ODA, depending on quality or quantity of technical
support provided. If this is the case, we can cover up the bad points of ODA and produce
the national interests for both developing and developed countries.

In this conference, there are many countries that have the same positions. So, we hope
many innovative ideas will come up and be discussed.

Sri Lanka
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Syria

1. In our country, the Syrian Arab Republic, the amount of rainfall is abnormally low
and droughts occur, and due to irregular rainfall, 80% of the country&#39;s main crops,
barley and wheat, have failed in 2022. Disasters are occurring due to changes. In
addition, in the early hours of February 6, 2023, a huge earthquake with a magnitude
of 7.8 occurred in the southeastern part of Syria, close to the border with Turkey, killing
at least 56,000 people in both countries. In particular, the northwest region near the
epicenter is controlled by opposition groups that are in conflict with the government,
and despite being the most affected area in the country, they are not receiving products
by the Syrian government. The damage is further expanding. Houses accounted for half
of the damage caused by this earthquake, making up the largest portion of the damage.
According to an investigation by the authorities, residents living in houses that are at
risk of collapsing have been ordered to relocate to ensure their safety, but temporary
evacuation shelters and camps are Ten months later, it is still overcrowded. Our
country is in a state of economic deterioration, and there are many homes built by
construction companies that do not meet standards and are focused on profit, leading
to a large number of vulnerable buildings.

2. Based on the above, Syria proposes the following:

(BREXITEY T D5 THIBR)

Like Syrla, there are many countries, mainly developing countries, with many buildings
that are fragile and at risk of collapsing in the event of a disaster. Setting international
safety standards for buildings is Goal 1, one of the four priorities in the Sendai
Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction (Goal 2).

“Strengthen disaster risk management” and specific goals 1. “Significantly reduce the
number of deaths, victims, and economic losses caused by disasters” 2. This will directly
lead to “significantly reducing damage to critical infrastructure and disruption of basic
services.”

Currently, crop failures due to disasters are occurring in many countries. As mentioned
above, 80% of Syria’s main crops, barley and wheat, have failed due to disasters caused
by climate change. In addition, such crop failures may cause food shortages in each
country. When such a situation arises, food aid from other countries will be provided.

Although a system of international emergency assistance exists, there are many issues.
However, in the event of a disaster in each country, they are indispensable in order to
save as many lives as possible and recover as quickly as possible.
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