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Bangladesh

)

Bangladesh relies heavily on marine resources for things such as economic growth,
food security, and renewable resources. Bangladesh is having difficulty conserving the
marine life along the country's coastline and cannot ensure the sustainability of the
marine resources which are an indispensable asset to the economy.

Marine pollution in Bangladesh is a growing threat to the country's marine ecosystem.
Plastic waste affects water quality, and untreated sewage continues to harm marine
ecosystems. Plastic pollution is now a significant problem. Single use plastic is commonly
used. That leads to plastic accumulating in coastal areas destroying the ecosystem. This
pollution also impacts the livelihoods of communities. For example, it impacts local
people who rely on tourism and shipping.

In addition, overfishing has caused the depletion of fish stocks, which is threatening
the food security and income of millions of people who depend on them. Illegal fishing
and the usage of illegal gear is making the issue worse. As a result, the fish population is
decreasing, and the sustainability of marine ecosystems is now being threatened.
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Climate change exacerbates the situation. Bangladesh has a rising sea level, and
hurricanes and tropical storms are eroding coastlines are destroying habitats. Popular
ecosystems, such as the Sundarbans mangrove forest, a UNESCO World Heritage Site, are
now in danger. As a result, multiple endangered species are at a greater risk of extinction.

@

Bangladesh’s main priority is to solve the marine plastic issue. Nowadays, marine
pollution is caused by marine plastic and it has become a serious problem. Many
countries have regulations restricting the production of plastic which is harmful to the
marine environment.

However, reducing plastic emissions is not an effective solution. We need to collect
the plastic that has been dumped into the ocean, and this is the next big goal for
Bangladesh. Unfortunately, many countries do not have enough money and resources to
execute the solution.

To solve this problem, we need financial support and help from experts. Specifically,
we need more connection with NGOs such as The Ocean Cleanup. Through these
connections we will have the opportunity to put our plans into action.

In order to get a wider view, Bangladesh also wants to work with MEPC (Marine
Environment Protection Committee). This committee focuses on marine pollution and
the effects of ships, which is a serious problem throughout the world. Marine pollution
from ships is a second problem that we would like to solve. In MEPC, all countries
discuss the MARPOL treaty. 160 countries are in this treaty and it restricts marine
pollution from ships. Basically, this treaty tries to prevent marine pollution, however
there is a lack of enforcement. It’s quite hard to monitor all international waters, so actual
monitoring depends on the country and the level of the restrictions depends on the
country as well. Because of this problem, we need international institutions to monitor all
international waters. These institutions can monitor not only international waters, but
they can also monitor all 160 countries’ marine activities.

Next, we would like to support the safety and industry of countries all over the world.
If Bangladesh receives technological aid, Bangladesh can also combat illegal fishing,
prevent fish stocks from depletion, and ensure marine regulations are being followed.
Technological aid and assistance will also be crucial in the process of adopting recycling
and biodegradable material production, which will help to reduce plastic pollution.

Bangladesh plans to implement stricter regulations and laws on industrial discharges
and solid waste management. This will further reduce plastic pollution by banning single
use plastics and promoting other alternatives that do not contribute to plastic pollution.

To make fisheries sustainable, Bangladesh proposes the idea that local fishing
communities will participate in decision making and encourage the adoption of
sustainable practices. By enforcing seasonal fishing bans, the fish stock will be allowed to
recover and MPAs will be able to be expanded to protect the habitats.

For Bangladesh to start restoring mangroves and creating artificial reefs, Bangladesh aims
to safeguard coastal populations from natural disasters. Bangladesh will need financial
assistance for this. Bangladesh aims to build climate resilient infrastructure for coastal
protection and needs to establish waste management systems to reduce marine pollution.
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Cambodia

Today, ocean pollution is a serious problem in many parts of the world, especially in
coastal countries such as our country and Cambodia. Cambodia is in the middle of its
economic growth. However, rapid economic growth has led to a dangerous increase in
the amount the country produces, including plastic waste, which flows into the ocean
through rivers, causing environmental problems. While not just a problem for the oceans,
Cambodia's achievement of the SDGs ranks 104th in the world, behind the rest of the
world.

For example, untreated wastewater and plastic waste from cities are flowing into the
Mekong River, Cambodia's main river, and causing negative impacts on the ecosystem.
This not only threatens important industries such as fishing and tourism, but also raises
health concerns for local residents. Furthermore, the limited infrastructure and
technology capacity of the country makes it very difficult to take effective action.

Under these circumstances, the problems faced by developing countries such as ours
cannot be solved alone. Therefore, we propose, as a top priority, to give lasting and
substantial support to all countries with a GDP over $4,000, and to those that do not have
the proper facilities and infrastructure in place to properly treat wastewater and effluents.
This support is an imperative step in finding long-term solution through technology
transfer and funding, as well as education and awareness-raising activities. In addition,
countries in the midst of economic growth should not have their development stalled
because of ocean pollution or other restrictions. Cambodia cannot bear the burden of the
causes and limitations created by the developed countries.

This problem can only be solved through cooperation and joint efforts by each country.
The entire international community will need to act together to protect “ Our Oceans.”
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New Zealand

New Zealand is deeply dependent on marine resources. Fishing is one of the country's
most important industries, and seafood in particular is a major export industry. Tourism
and shipping are also heavily dependent on marine resources. However, despite this
dependence on the ocean, excessive fishing and environmental pollution have a
significant impact on the marine environment, and there is an urgent need to achieve
sustainable resource use.

New Zealand is actively working to reduce marine plastics and is promoting the
restriction of domestic use of plastic products and the promotion of recycling.
Specifically, the country has tightened regulations on single-use plastic products and
implemented a ban on single-use plastic bags in 2020. In addition, through laws and
regulations such as the “New Zealand Pack Recycling Act,” efforts are being strengthened
to actively collect and reuse waste for recycling, including plastic products.

New Zealand has also made significant efforts in developing its own marine technology
and in international cooperation, which is an important resource for the protection and
sustainable use of the marine environment. For example, programs are underway to
provide Pacific island countries with marine environmental monitoring technologies and
marine life monitoring systems.

Therefore, New Zealand proposes a policy to promote marine science and technology and
strengthen international cooperation. Marine science and technology is essential for the
protection and sustainable use of the marine environment, especially for developing
countries to benefit from it. However, many developing countries have limited access to
marine science and technology, and financial challenges exist for its dissemination. To
address this challenge, New Zealand proposes to strengthen its technology transfer
program to provide developing countries with technologies related to marine
environmental monitoring and sustainable resource management. Through this
technology transfer, developing countries will be able to improve their capacity to
monitor and protect their marine environment.

In addition, New Zealand proposes an international platform for sharing data and
research results on marine science and technology. This platform will facilitate
collaboration for the protection of the marine environment by sharing marine
environmental data and climate change-related information collected by different
countries and making it accessible to all countries. This will improve the quality of data
related to ocean monitoring and enable countries to formulate policies based on more
accurate and reliable information. A common data platform will also enable countries to
collaborate and take consistent global action on the marine environment.

In this way, New Zealand should strengthen the dissemination of marine science and
technology and international cooperation to build a common foundation for sustainable
use and protection of marine resources by all countries.
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