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Austria is a small landlocked country in central Europe with a population of about 9
million people. Known for its high standard of living, clean environment, and strong
environmental policies. In Europe, Austria ranks 4th among 34 countries in the 2025
Europe SustainableDevelopment Report, with an SDG Index Score of 77.3 out of 100. On a
global scale, it holds the 6th position among 166 countries in the 2024 Sustainable
Development Report achieving an SDGIndex Score of 82.5. Moreover, the Austrian
government has supported the apparel industry in various ways. For instance, there is a
strong support for eco- fashion through funding and programs that help companies that
use green technology or produce clothing in a sustainable way. Austria is also one of the
top countries in Europe when it comes to recycling with theFederal Waste Management
Plan which re-equip in 6 years span. Also, Extended ProducerResponsibility (EPR) is
being introduced this year, which requires textile producers to take full responsibility for
the lifecycle of their products.

Although, Austria is one of the leading countries in sustainable apparel industry,
struggles with fast fashion habits, low supply chain transparency, and high valued apparel
still exist. The key challenge is that the idea that sustainability equals luxury continues to
be deeply embedded in the consumer’s mind and it is hard to spread sustainable fashion
among the public. The fact that 80% of textiles are not being reused is due to the limited
adoption of EPR. While the EPRreporting obligations have been tightened in Austria, the
standards and conditions vary between countries. In the EU, there is a lack of
transparency across supply chains as well, which allows only a limited group to buy the
products.

Austria advocates for a sustainable system for the apparel industry for all countries
worldwide by enhancing customer awareness and encouraging behavioral changes. Our
newly proposed policies center on strengthening ties between countries beyond the EU
and other unions to ultimately globalize our initiative towards a sustainable apparel
industry, our goal as a country and member of the UNEA.

The mandatory use of a universal app to manage apparel products is advocated. This
app will be used by countless companies to track and manage all their products and
inventory. Not only will it be used for huge companies and name brands, but it will also be
a place for customers to discover non-branded items to purchase for a lower price, thus
decreasing the amount of wasted clothing items. With the use of this app, overproduction
of clothes will be less of an issue than it is now. Following this, we would also like to
propose standardized green labels to be required to be put on all apparel products. Like
the EU Ecolabel, this label will have a clear visual according to the environmental impact
it has made during production. Having countries like Germany andFrance that stand
center of fast fashion and the advantage in establishing unifies regulations, the
standardization of rules and standards in the EU will be essential. Working with the
country likeGermany will bring us closer to this goal. The best scenario would be for the
global community to unite and put these new policies into action together.

Bangladesh
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France

(DIn France, a "clothing waste ban" has come into effect in January 2022, prohibiting
companies from disposing of unsold new clothing by incineration or landfill. This law
requires that unsold clothing be donated or recycled, with fines being imposed for any
violations. Ahead of France, the European Parliament and EU member states agreed on a
law in December 2023 to ban the disposal of unsold clothing.The law is scheduled to
come into force in 2025. If you break the rules, you can have to pay a fine of up to 15,000
euros.In terms of the environment, The fashion industry, which occupies an important
position in the French economy, has a major impact on environmental pollution, and
France is said to have a mission to take the lead in shifting the fashion industry in a
sustainable direction.

According to the data published by the European Parliament, per capita carbon dioxide
emissions from clothing consumption in the EU in 2020 amounted to around 270
kilograms. In addition, textile production not only pollutes the world's clean water
because it uses water for dyeing and product finishing, but also pollutes the ocean
because microplastics are released during the washing of synthetic fiber clothing such as
polyester. A sustainable approach to the environmental problems caused by the fashion
industry is urgently needed. Companies have new responsibilities and are strongly
encouraged to build sustainable business models. Another problem is that the donated,
worn-out clothing ends up as waste in developing countries.

(@The most important thing about sustainable fashion is "making products that last."

So that we want to trade with Greece, the main cotton producer in Europe.Cotton is best
grown in hot, dryregions, specifically areas with an average annual temperature of 15°C or
higher, between 45° and 35°N, and with long hours of sunshine.Greece has a fairly long
daylight hours, about 15 hours a day. Cotton also thrives in dry regions, and Greece is a
very dry country, so it is very suitable for cotton.

The reason we focused on cotton is that synthetic fibers such as polyester release
microplastics when washed, and they break down faster than cotton products,
accumulating as waste in developing countries.In actuality, cotton is a representative
natural fiber, and about 20 million tons are produced worldwide every year. 1.8 billion
tons of carbon dioxide are absorbed on Earth annually to become cotton. It also produces
1.3billion tons of oxygen.




20254F 6H =i PPPEEY AFEY: 6H6H

Cotton has the characteristic that the fibers can be quickly turned into thread when
twisted with fingers, and the process of turning it into thread is the simplest among
natural fibers.

That means that less power and heat energy is used, and therefore less CO2 is emitted.
Since no machines are used, CO2 emissions are minimal. Since no pesticides are used, the
air is not polluted.

In implementing this policy, the country's companies are allowed to add recycling fees in
advance. Then,each company will make clothes using cotton produced in Greece, and
collect and recycle clothes that consumers no longer need. This policy will allow clothes
to be used for twice as long as they are now. In addition, recycling will also be carried out,
making it possible to create a sustainable apparel industry.

Ghana
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India

The apparel industry is one of the world’s largest and most polluting industries,
contributing significantly to water pollution, carbon emissions, and textile waste. As a
major player in global textile and garment production, India acknowledges both the
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opportunities and environmental challenges linked to this sector. Millions of Indians rely
on apparel manufacturing for their livelihoods. A striking example is the city of Tirupur,
often called the 'Knitwear Capital of India.' This city hosts over 10,000textile and export
factories, providing employment to more than 600,000 people—many of whom are women
from rural backgrounds. Yet environmental sustainability must be prioritized to ensure
long-term growth.

India recognizes the need for sustainable practices in the apparel industry and has
taken steps to improve the situation. Through initiatives like the Sustainable and
Accelerated Adoption ofEfficient Textile Technologies (SAATHI) and the Zero Liquid
Discharge (ZLD) policy, a practical example of India’s commitment to sustainable textile
manufacturing is Surat, Gujarat—a major textile hub. Under the Zero Liquid Discharge
(ZLD) policy, many dyeing and processing units have installed effluent treatment plants,
enabling them to recycle over 90% of the wastewater and ease pressure on local water
resources. India promotes water reuse and cleaner production. India also supports
circular economy models and eco-labelling to encourage sustainable consumption.
However, financial and technical support from international actors is essential to scale up
these efforts, especially for small and medium enterprises.

India proposes some of the actions to support the sustainable development of the
apparel industry. Firstly, India would like to ask developed nations to share
eco-technology that helps reduce emissions and water usage. India and Germany
introduced low water dyeing technology in Tirupur,which cut water use by 30% across
more than fifty factories. Second, India supports the creation of global guidelines led by
the UN to ensure fair and accountable standards in sustainable apparel production. India
joined UNECE's “Sustainability Pledge,” in which more than thirty nations agreed to
standardize traceability in textile supply chains. Third is financial support; India calls for
funding and green investment from international organizations to assist local producers in
shifting to sustainable practices. The Green Climate Fund pledged $43 million to support
Indian MSMEs adopting clean technologies in textile manufacturing. Lastly, India
highlights the need for capacity building through training programs for workers and
factory owners to adopt sustainable methods. AMHSSC trained over 200,000 workers in
sustainable production techniques across India’s apparel and textile sectors.

India stands ready to collaborate with other member states and stakeholders to create a
greener, more responsible apparel industry that supports both people and the planet.

Indonesia

(DIndonesia is one of the world’s leading producers and exporters of apparel, and the
textile and garment industry plays a crucial role in the national economy by contributing
to GDP and providing millions of jobs. However, this growth has come with serious
environmental consequences. One of the most pressing challenges is water pollution. The
dyeing and washing stages of textile production generate large volumes of wastewater
containing toxic chemicals. In many cases, this wastewater is discharged untreated into
rivers, such as the Cita rum River, causing severe ecological damage and health risks for
nearby communities. Another major concern is the industry’s dependence on coal-based
energy. Indonesia still relies heavily on fossil fuels, and the apparel sector contributes to
high levels of greenhouse gas emissions, which exacerbate global climate change.
Moreover, a significant portion of apparel manufacturing in Indonesia is carried out by
small and medium-sized enterprises(SMEs), which often lack access to green technology
and financing. This limits their ability to adopt sustainable practices, despite growing
environmental demands from international buyers. Indonesialike many other Global
South countries, faces the difficult task of balancing economic development with
environmental responsibility. Reducing the environmental footprint of the apparel
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industry is not only a national priority, but also a global responsibility that requires
collaborative solutions.

Indonesia places importance on Issue 2, recognizing that while the apparel industry
continues to grow and drive economic development, it simultaneously contributes
significantly to environmental degradation, particularly through untreated wastewater
discharge and greenhouse gas emissions linked to fossil fuel dependency, especially
among small- and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) that often lack financial and technical
resources to meet international sustainability standards. Therefore,Indonesia proposes
the establishment of an inclusive, multilateral cooperation framework based on four key
pillars. First, sustainable water management, which involves promoting technologies that
reduce water use in dyeing and finishing processes, encouraging wastewater recycling,
and adopting biodegradable, natural dyes, particularly in water-stressed and polluted
regions; second, a transition to renewable energy through international support that
enables factories to shift from coal to solar and biomass, made viable for SMEs through
technical training and financial incentives; third, the implementation of environmental
accountability and fair taxation by mandating impact labeling on clothing (based on
models from France and the EU) and introducing a tiered tax system where products with
higher environmental footprints are taxed more heavily, with tax rates based on 50% of
the environmental impact index and revenues directed toward green upgrades in
low-income countries; and fourth, the development of a circular economy and textile
redistribution mechanism to combat overproduction and clothing waste by redirecting
unsold garments—especially from fastfashion—to areas with clothing shortages, with
transport and logistics funded by the environmental tax to reduce burdens on donor
countries. Further, to align environmental protection with continued industrial progress,
Indonesia advocates for an import substitution policy that, while maintaining necessary
imports, aims to build a self-sufficient domestic system capable of handling apparel
production from raw materials to finished goods. In this way, Indonesia aims to enhance
the value ofMade in Indonesia,” reduce import frequency, and contribute to carbon
emission reduction.Ultimately, Indonesia urges all member states to support this
cooperative framework as a fairtransparent, and responsible path toward global
sustainability in the apparel industry where no country is left behind.

Ireland
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Pakistan

The effects of the apparel economy and the mass production of clothes may be harmful to
the planet. However, without it the very citizens on Earth may die. Pakistan is a major
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manufacturer of clothes and this allows hundreds of thousands of workers to gain the
money to live. Without it, the people will starve away and we cannot let it happen.

Our country relies on the revenue from exporting clothes and other materials to others. In
fact, the textile and apparel industry accounts for approximately 60% of Pakistan’s total
exports, generating around $16billion annually. The sector employs over 15 million
people, making it the largest source of industrial employment in the country. This industry
not only supports our economy but also helps maintain a stable trade balance by bringing
in valuable foreign exchange.

Pakistan and the other countries in the same position require this discussion for the
future of Mother Earth.Without adequate measures taken, the effects to the environment
will be too much to ever fix and rebuild.Furthermore, all countries are stakeholders and it
is crucial for everyone to participate in the efforts.Due to this, the United Nations is the
best and most ideal for worldwide cooperation especially because they can push for
change. Because the problem with apparel and fast fashion has a correlation with the
environment, Pakistan believes UNEP would be a suitable program to further continue
discussions.Although there are many more problems regarding matters that seem far
more important, Pakistan would like to continue discussing this problem once a year
since this will guarantee our planet doesn’t shred itself into pieces little by little.

As said in the previous paragraph, we are a major manufacturer in clothing and thus will
not accept the suggestion to shut it down. Rather, we suggest and emphasize the
importance of working towards the future. By encouraging international cooperation,
countries with enough resources can help out major manufacturers like Pakistan until the
people within each country don't have to rely on slaving away to make clothes.

Regarding companies, Pakistan believes in increased regulations and incentives through
[WHAT?].Because the UNEP and UN cannot forcibly make a company act as wished,
incentives will create the needed push for action. Pakistan will suggest that UN urge
multinational corporations to review their global supply chain environmental practices
and establish a guideline regarding each environmental problem caused by apparel
industry such as water pollution, aire pollution, solid waste, and so on.

For consumers, the United Nations can utilize their widespread influence and encourage
awareness. If educational policies are implemented in school curriculums, as part of the
global warming problem the people will less likely buy fast fashion. Additionally, new
Pakistan would strongly urge all capable countries to plan for funding for the
implementation of said policies because without it, many of us cannot afford to even think
about introducing any plans.

Lastly for the government, we would like them to recognize the dire situation of our
current environment. Although Pakistan cannot contribute as much as some other
countries in order to fix this,we hope to implement clear guidelines and especially enforce
the 3Rs: reduce, reuse, recycle.

To reiterate, Pakistan welcomes the transition to a green economy and hope to reduce the
strain being put on Earth from fast/apparel fashion. However, due to limitations with our
resources we require additional support if we hope to implement resources.

We believe the problem not only lies in the over production of clothes but rather the
environment encouraging people to buy apparel fashion, fast fashion, and thus make the
factory workers depend on it to keep them alive.

We heavily stress the urgency of aid if we were to tackle this problem while ensuring all
countries are cared for. For us, this would look like ...better relief and compensation for
all rovers.
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Spain

In recent decades, the fashion industry has undergone a dramatic transformation, driven
by the rapid production of low price, trend-driven clothing. This phenomenon is known as
fastfashion. Spain’s major brands like Zarahave capitalized on this model, offering
consumers the allure of constantly updated wardrobes at affordable prices. However,
beneath this convenience lies a host of environmental and social issues that demand
urgent attention.

In Spain, about 1 million tons of clothing is wasted every year, 88% of which is sent to
landfills and incineration facilities. This means that each resident discards about 20 to 30
kilograms of clothing per year, which is a higher figure compared to the European average
of 7 kilograms.Moreover Zara’s parent company, Inditex, reports that it will introduce
approximately 621,000tons of clothing to the market in 2022. This is largely because Zara
is cheap and affordable,leading to high demand. In order to address this problem, some
major fashion brands have started a project that aims to separate and recycle discarded
clothing by installing clothing collection containers in churches, shopping centers, and
public places.However, this alone cannot solve the root cause.

Reducing the amount of clothing purchased,can lead to a decrease in production volumes.
Consequently, the number of garments circulating globally would reduce, leading to a
decrease in textile waste.To make this possible,as a first policy, raising the clothing price
may be an effective way to decrease the amount of waste generated by the fast fashion
industry. As the price of products rises, consumers tend to become more cautious about
their purchasing decisions and would restraint them from excessive consumption. This
will encourage a shift away from mass production and mass consumption associated with
fast fashion towards more sustainable consumption behavior. However, if only one
country implements such a pricing standard, it may create a disadvantage in the global
clothing market. For instance, if only Spain raises the cost of products, and other
countries maintain lower prices, consumers would prefer to buy cheaper,more affordable
clothes from other countries outside Spain. Buying lower-cost products from other
countries could undercut domestic producers. Therefore, to mitigate these potential
challenges, it is essential to establish pricing standards at a global and international level
to help create a fairer competitive environment. By suggesting an international minimum
clothing price standard in the United Nations, we can alleviate economic disparities
among countries. This approach ensures that no nation is left behind in the clothing
industry, reduces the prevalence of solely cheap products, and contributes to a decrease
in textile waste. Considering the above factors, we want other countries to approve
raising the minimum price line of clothes.
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Second, introduction of a new global system for environmental conservation, for
companies who reached a certain standard in active environmental issues. Such as
inventing reusable, goodquality products and having encouraging ambitions for further
environmental acts. By having a global representation for environmental and sustainable
evaluation in efforts, it may encourage more companies to aim for an environmentally
friendly policy. The companies will be selected by the government after going through an
investigation based on in-house initiatives, and its impact on the surroundings to be
certified. Therefore, an overall evaluation of efforts will differentiate from other
companies which leads to more recognition on the field. For the certified companies, the
government guarantees a place for corporate advertising, increased value in reputation,
and furthermore, gaining more trust from consumers. By incorporating this system, it
could help in engaging more companies and people, to acknowledge the importance of
environmental issues. And by offering this at the United Nations it could raise its
awareness at a global level. It is important to start these changes from a large
organization, as rapid changes are required immediately. In conclusion, addressing the
environmental challenges caused by the fast fashion industry requires several approaches
that include both regulatory measures and industry-wide initiatives. Making a global
minimum clothing price standard through, the United Nations can reduce excessive
consumption and textile waste. Also, establishing a global certification system for
companies demonstrating genuine environmental commitment can promote sustainable
practices and enhance consumers’ trust. However, for these to be effective, they must be
accompanied by strict enforcement, transparency, and ongoing evaluation to ensure
meaningful impact. By adopting these strategies, we can be able to have a more
sustainable and equitable fashion industry that prioritizes environmental conservation and
responsible consumption.
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Viet Nam

Vietnam’s garment industry is experiencing rapid growth and has firmly established itself
as one of the leading players in global textile exports. However, behind the impressive
numbers lies a set of serious challenges that deserve attention.To begin with, working
conditions in the industry remain problematic. Many garment workers endure long hours
for very low wages, often with limited labor protections. Trade unions exist but are
generally weak, leaving workers with few effective channels to address grievances or
improve their conditions.Environmental concerns are equally pressing. A significant
number of factories discharge untreated wastewater—often containing harmful dyes and
chemicals—directly into rivers. There is little to no filtration in place, and many facilities
continue to rely heavily on fossil fuels, contributing to a sizable carbon footprint.Another
key issue is the industry's dependence on imported materials. Vietnam still lacks robust
local production of fabrics, dyes, and other essential inputs. Moreover, many Vietnamese
manufacturers operate primarily as OEMs (original equipment manufacturers), producing
garments for foreign brands rather than building and promoting their own. As a result,
there is limited national recognition for Vietnamese-designed and made products.The
shortage of skilled labor is also a growing concern. There is a notable gap in expertise
across areas such as fashion design, marketing, and quality management—particularly in
rural regions, where access to education and training is limited. Compounding these
challenges is the rising emphasis on ESG (Environmental, Social, and Governance)
standards. International brands increasingly expect their suppliers to meet rigorous
compliance requirements. However, for many local businesses, aligning with these
expectations is both costly and complex.If Vietnam is to sustain and strengthen its
position in the global garment market, it will need to invest in cleaner technologies,
enhance labor protections, expand training and education, and shift toward higher-value
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activities—including brand development and original design. Without such strategic
moves, the long-term outlook for the industry could become uncertain.

Vietnam has seen strong economic growth and is now shifting from a manufacturing- and
export-based model toward a knowledge-driven, innovation-based economy. The
government is investing in research, digital transformation, and higher-quality foreign
investment, while also supporting domestic small and medium enterprises (SMEs) to
ensure long-term resilience.Infrastructure development is a major focus, especially in
transportation, energy, and digital connectivity. Special attention is given to reducing
regional inequality and promoting environmentally sustainable projects like smart cities
and renewable energy.In education, Vietnam is reforming its system to prioritize STEM
fields, vocational training, and international collaboration to build a skilled, adaptable
workforce. Environmental protection is a priority due to climate vulnerabilities. The
country promotes renewable energy, ecosystem preservation, and sustainable urban
planning.Finally, Vietnam is strengthening its social welfare systems to ensure inclusive
growth, reduce poverty, and address regional disparities—seeking a balance between
economic development, social stability, and environmental sustainability.

(HIBR)
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