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Argentina

The Argentine Republic recognizes the complex and urgent challenges posed by the
global apparel industry’s environmental impact. While Argentina is not a leading global
exporter of garments, its textile and apparel sector remains a vital component of the
national economy, employing approximately half a million people and supporting
thousands of small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs). The country’s apparel
production is largely concentrated in Buenos Aires and surrounding provinces and is
characterized by a high degree of diversification. However, Argentina is also acutely
aware that the sector’s long-term viability depends on its capacity to adopt sustainable,
low-impact production models that respect both natural ecosystems and market demands.

From an environmental standpoint, Argentina’s apparel industry faces multiple structural
constraints. First, many domestic manufacturers rely heavily on imported synthetic
textiles, which are energy-intensive and contribute significantly to carbon emissions and
microplastic pollution. Second, the water consumption required for traditional dyeing and
washing processes remains unsustainably high, especially in regions where water stress is
an increasing concern due to climate change. Third, waste management within the textile
production cycle is underdeveloped. Few incentives or mechanisms exist to promote
textile recycling or to encourage circular business models that could reduce
overproduction and the use of non-biodegradable materials.

Argentina has already taken steps to address these issues. The Ministry of Environment,
in collaboration with academic and private-sector partners, launched the Plataforma de
Moda Sostenible (Sustainable Fashion Platform), which aims to foster dialogue and pilot
eco-friendly solutions such as organic cotton cultivation and natural dye alternatives.
However, these initiatives remain fragmented, largely voluntary, and lacking in the kind of
scale and coherence needed for transformational change. More importantly, many SMEs
in Argentina lack the technical and financial capacity to implement environmentally
friendly production technologies, even when such practices could lead to long-term
savings and resilience.

In light of these challenges, Argentina proposes a global policy framework centered
around international cooperation, targeted financing, and technology transfer. This
framework should recognize that countries in the Global South, while not historically
responsible for the majority of emissions from the fashion sector, must nevertheless be
active partners in shaping the future of sustainable apparel production. A just transition in
the apparel industry must consider the asymmetries in technological readiness and
resource availability between developed and developing economies.

Argentina’s first proposal is the creation of a United Nations Sustainable Apparel
Development Fund (UNSADF). This fund would provide technical grants and soft loans
specifically for SMEs in developing countries to adopt clean textile production
technologies. Examples include water-efficient dyeing machines, biodegradable fiber
innovations, and waste-to-fiber conversion tools. Argentina believes this fund should be
governed by a multilateral board including UN agencies, civil society representatives, and
producer-country governments to ensure transparency and equitable access.

Second, Argentina supports the creation of an International Green Technology
Partnership for Apparel (IGTPA). The aim of this partnership would be to facilitate
North-South and South-South cooperation on environmental technologies applicable to
the apparel sector. Through shared databases, regional demonstration centers, and joint
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R&D initiatives, countries like Argentina could benefit from proven sustainable practices
that have already been tested in other markets. Public universities and research
institutions in Argentina, such as INTI (Instituto Nacional de Tecnologia Industrial), are
already engaged in similar domestic efforts and would be natural contributors to such a
global platform.

Third, Argentina proposes that the United Nations recommend the adoption of a voluntary
Environmental Performance Index for Apparel Manufacturing (EPI-AM). This index
would allow manufacturers to benchmark themselves across a variety of sustainability
indicators, including energy use, water management, material circularity, and carbon
footprint. It would also give consumers and investors greater visibility into the
environmental impacts of textile production. While non-binding, such an index would
create market-driven incentives for environmentally responsible practices and allow
countries to set national targets in alignment with international goals such as the SDGs
and the Paris Agreement.

In conclusion, Argentina believes that the transition to a sustainable apparel industry
requires more than individual national reforms; it necessitates a robust, inclusive, and
well-funded international system that empowers all producers to participate in climate
solutions. The global fashion sector cannot become environmentally responsible without
recognizing the distinct needs and limitations of lower- and middle-income countries.
Argentina stands ready to collaborate with member states, multilateral institutions, and
private actors to build a fashion economy that is both innovative and ecologically sound.

Australia

(D Australia’s National Context and Environmental Challenges

Australia is one of the world’s highest consumers of clothing per capita, with the average
person purchasing 56 new garments annually—amounting to approximately 15 kilograms
of clothing per person per year. Much of this clothing is worn only a few times before
disposal, contributing to a growing crisis of textile waste. According to recent studies, the
global rate of clothing usage has decreased by over 36% in the last two decades, with
Australia being among the nations where garments are discarded after very few wears
(ScienceDirect, 2023). Over 200,000 tonnes of clothing are thrown away each year in
Australia, most of which end up in landfills, emitting methane and other greenhouse
gases. Additionally, the majority of garments sold in Australia are imported, which
increases carbon emissions from transportation. Many fast fashion items are made from
synthetic fibers like polyester, which shed microplastics into waterways during washing
and threaten marine biodiversity, particularly the Great Barrier Reef.

Australia lacks a robust national infrastructure for textile collection and recycling. While
public awareness of sustainable fashion is improving, systems to support clothing repair,
reuse, and upcycling remain underdeveloped. These combined factors position Australia
as both a significant contributor to the global environmental impact of fashion and as a
country uniquely capable of driving meaningful change in consumer behavior and
sustainability policy.

@ Policy Proposals and Australia’s Top Priorities

Australia proposes a multifaceted strategy to address environmental concerns associated
with the apparel industry. This strategy focuses on national regulation, innovation,
consumer education, and international collaboration—aligning with SDG 12 (Responsible
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Consumption and Production) and SDG 13 (Climate Action).
(HIER)

Austria
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Bangladesh
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Cambodia

In recent years, the fashion industry has turned its eyes to our country. As a result of this,
we have become the eighth largest exporter of apparel and footwear, and over a third of
the nation's's GDP is generated by the textile and apparel industry. Despite the negative
image the fashion industry has, our country sees fast fashion as an opportunity for
economic growth. Our country has been keen on creating and maintaining an
investor-friendly environment. In addition to the care for our investors,Cambodia
understands the importance of sustainability. This is displayed by how we boast one of
the lowest carbon dioxide emissions per capita in the ASEAN, and dedication to clean
energy, with 68% of our total installed capacity being hydropower and geothermal energy
plants. Cambodia is a key figure in the fashion industry, and has been leading the world in
sustainable fast fashion. This success is credited by the collaboration between
manufacturers, governments, and consumers. However, inorder for the government to
support the move for new technology to aid the expansion of sustainable fast fashion
within our nation, the assistance from wealthy nations is crucial. One of the most
significant issues Cambodia faces is the lack of proper infrastructure. Due to the rapid
urbanization,our country is not able to keep up with its speed, and does not have the
financial capability to do so.EU funded initiatives like the SWITCH Garment project have
played a key role in promoting sustainable energy in Cambodia’s apparel industry. As well
as this, through energy audits, training,and the Model Green Factory Program, factories
have been encouraged to reduce energy use and switch to cleaner sources. Similarly, the
IFC's Cambodia Improvement Program showed that factories can lower energy use by
18% and water use by 29% through resource efficiency measures. These programs not only
cut costs but also help reduce the industry’s environmental impact.

Cameroon
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Canada

(DIn our country, using Recycle boxes that are managed by the self government body are
prosperous.

But on the other hand, plastic fiber waste is buried in the landfill, and because we do the
laundry there will be about 878t of microfiber released from the synthetic fiber to the
fresh-water and ocean water.

That makes our countries have a bad influence on our nature. For example, they have
greenhouse gases for reclaiming. This is one of the most popular issues in Canada,
because the Co2 is having a especially bad influence.

In our country, we have measures for it. For example, we have a law to prohibit green
washes, and planning to have a Federal Plastics Registry to oblige the producer to report
the plastic which is used on the fiber product and have the data of which will be launched
to the Canadian market. This will tell the government if there was, which company is a
vice vender.

@In our country, we have three things we want to achieve in this conference.

First, we want to promote slow fashion. We are thinking that it is a very important means
to settle mass production and mass consumption of clothing.

Second, we want to have transparency. In our country, we have a lot of support to have it.
Although we don't find it enough so we want it.

Third, we want to improve our recycling skills. Our skills are inferior to those of other
developed countries. For that, we want to improve recycling skills by the government.

For these objects we will have an importance to point 1.

In our country, our nation's people have a high consciousness to environmental issues,
because recycling is being done by charity and volunteers. But there are things that
charity and volunteer peoples can’t do like supply chain. For this, we are thinking to
strengthen the limit that the united nation can do. Through this conference, “The position
of the augur of the United Nation” means that we want to make the base of the unification
standard of the safety fiber and the display of place of origin in the supply chain once
again. For this we will have importance to point 1, and make the system that can make the
whole world solve this problem by sharing the current situation of each country and
having a sense of crisis.

Chile
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Denmark
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Egypt

The apparel industry in our country, Egypt, plays a central role in the national economy,
contributing significantly to GDP and employment. It is particularly vital for exports to
European and U.S. markets. However, it is also true that the production process in this
industry causes serious environmental issues.

In dyeing and washing processes, approximately 250 million cubic meters of water are
consumed annually, with 150-500 cubic meters used per ton of textile product. Much of
this wastewater is discharged untreated into water bodies such as the Nile River, leading
to severe water pollution and ecological degradation. In addition, many factories rely on
outdated machinery, resulting in inefficient energy use and continuously rising CO:
emissions. Improper handling of industrial waste and chemicals has led to soil and air
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pollution, seriously affecting the health of local residents. Moreover, the mass production
of low-cost garments to meet global fast fashion demand has resulted in overproduction
and increased waste, contributing to resource depletion and greater environmental
burdens. These challenges pose a major threat to Egypt’s pursuit of sustainable economic
growth.

In response, Egypt proposes a three-pronged approach targeting companies, the
government, and consumers. For companies, it is essential to mandate or incentivize the
acquisition of international environmental certifications such as OEKO-TEX and ISO
14001. While updating production equipment entails significant upfront costs,
international support is available through initiatives such as UNIDO’s Green Industry
Programme (with total support exceeding USD 27.6 million) and the EU-led SwitchMed
project. Furthermore, stricter regulations on pollutant emissions, enforcement of
penalties for violations, and the introduction of UN-led emission reporting obligations can
enhance transparency and accountability across the sector. The government also plays a
vital role. It should develop environmental standards legislation with UN assistance, and
collaborate with UNEP and UNIDO to establish effective monitoring and enforcement
systems. For companies transitioning to energy-saving or circular production systems, tax
incentives and subsidies should be provided to ease initial investment burdens. Although
these measures may involve short-term costs, they will ultimately reduce environmental
damage and help avoid future export restrictions, delivering long-term economic benefits.
Consumers must also be engaged. Egypt advocates for the implementation of an
environmental labeling system to visualize the environmental impact of products and
support more eco-friendly purchasing choices. Public awareness campaigns can help
reduce excessive consumption and promote sustainable consumer behavior.
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Ireland

In light of the worldwide movement in the raising of awareness of the consequences of
the apparel industry's damages to the environment, the Irish government has been
actively working to support and develop the apparel industry, focusing on sustainability,
circularity, and reducing environmental impact. In these past few years, several measures
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have been taken to prevent further damages considering the fact that the apparel industry
is the fourth largest factor contributing to climate change.This includes promoting
sustainable practices, developing a circular economy for textiles, and working towards
compliance with EU regulations.

For instance, Ireland is well known for being one of the world leaders in textile
consumption having the highest rate of new textiles consumption in the EU, at 53 kg per
person every year. Additionally the fashion industry is estimated to be responsible for 10%
of global carbon emission, while only 31% oflrish people see a link between purchasing
textiles and climate change. In response the government has begun to prioritize a circular
economy for textiles, aiming to move away from a linear model where clothing is
produced, used, and discarded. This campaign called Reverse the Trend established
inOctober of 2024 by Minister Smyth to mark World Circular Textiles Day aims to raise
awareness of alternatives to frequent purchasing of clothing and some of the
environmental impacts of over-consumption of textiles, promoting circular economy
through the slogan Buy Less, Re-wear, Share.Other key initiative and policies that have
been established concerning textile consumptions include,the government planning to
introduce a scheme called Extended Producer Responsibility in order to ensure producers
take responsibility for their products throughout the value chain, including waste
management or the textile advisory group which was formed in 2022 bringing together
industry experts, community members and regulatory bodies to identify opportunities for
circularity in the textiles sector. The government has also developed a National Policy
statement and roadmap for circular textiles, setting out a vision, principles, objectives,
and next steps for the future of the industry and within that process has supported
numerous initiatives promoting circular economy such as developing a separate
collection of textile waste, improving data on used textiles, and promoting eco-design.
Apart from promoting a circular economy the Irish government has also addressed the
issues of fast fashion, including exploring levies or regulations to address the
environmental impact. In 2024 DublinMEP having been a vocal advocate of legislation to
eradicate forced labour from supply chains of products entering the market, called on the
Irish government to introduce a levy on ultra fast fashion products sold in Ireland,
following the European Parliament's vote on the ban of products made with forced labour
from entering the European Union.

The delegation of Ireland would like to strongly suggest and urge the continuance of
promoting and establishing a worldwide circular economy to ensure the decline of
consumer waste. In addition we call attention to raise awareness of forced labour and its
products in the industry especially in developed countries hoping to implement advanced
technology to improve efficiency and reduce harsh labour environments and to lay the
groundwork of enacting an universal law to prevent further burden on developing
countries. We also stress the importance of raising consumer awareness about the
environmental impact of clothing and promote sustainable consumption habits.

Italy

The apparel industry is the largest polluter in the world. This industry is responsible for
the immense amounts of textile waste, water contamination, and greenhouse gas
emissions. Italy is a leading country in apparel. Italy faces the complex challenges of
maintaining the prestigious “Made in Italy’label while addressing the environmental and
ethical issues associated with textile production. In Italy, water pollution from industrial
chemicals, textile waste, and labor exploitation has become the biggest concern. Climate
change is disrupting Italy’s supply chain and raw material access.

Italy has committed to sustainable fashion and is now one of the world’s leading countries
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in this sector. There are approximately 100,000 companies in Italy dedicated to
sustainable fashion. However, Italy is also the largest textile polluter in Europe, producing
466 tons of textile waste every year. It takes 740,000 liters of water to produce, finish, dye,
and print the clothes in an average Italian person's wardrobe.

To combat these challenges, Italy has begun implementing national and global policies
focused on textile recycling and sustainable materials. These policies and initiatives aim
to reduce waste, lower greenhouse gas emissions, and to position Italy as a leader in this
sector.Italy has also proposed countless policies and has had many improvements over
the past few years. Additionally, Italy is one of the first EU countries to begin
implementing policies in the textile sector, thereby positioning itself as a leader. This
means that Italy supports many of the EU’s policies and aims for a more sustainable
apparel industry.

For example, the Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR) requires fashion producers to
take responsibility throughout the entire lifecycle of their created products all the way
through postconsumer waste. This ensures that textile waste is reduced and that
companies recycle. Now, Italian producers must fund or organize collection, reuse,
recycle or safely dispose their products. Italy has encouraged companies to design pieces
that last longer and are easier to recycle, leading to fewer pieces with mixed fibers and
toxic dyes.

Italy has also introduced policies to create more support for cities like Prato. Prato is a
place where they do textile to textile recycling and processes thousands of tons of used
wool annually. This has created an economy model which can be scaled up and even
exported internationally.

As mentioned in the first question, climate change is disrupting Italy’s supply chain and
raw material access. To push through this, Italy has created projects to grow flax in
Tuscany and cotton in Puglia, thereby reducing dependence on imports. The goal of this is
to improve traceability, support sustainable farming, and to cut transportation emissions
to try and stop further disruption of its materials access.Italy has not only prioritized
national sustainability, but global sustainability as well.

Italy has taken steps to support environmental improvements in other countries by
creating strong partnerships throughout the European Union. As a member of the EU,
Italy has contributed to funding and expertise to programs like the EU Green Deal and
Textile Strategy for Sustainable and CircularTextiles. These programs help developing
countries, especially those that are heavily involved in textile production, in promoting
recycling systems and to minimize environmental damage from the apparel industry.
Similar programs, such as the Italian Agency for Development Cooperation (AICS), fund
environmentally sustainable projects abroad in regions like Africa and the Middle East.
These projects focus on resourcing efficient textile production, water saving technologies,
and climate resilient agriculture linked to fiber production. These efforts demonstrates
that Italy is committed to advancing global textile sustainability through innovation and
collaboration.

Throughout all these initiatives, Italy not only aims to address its national challenges, but
also offers to be a model for other countries seeking to reform and rebuild their apparel
industries. By adopting sustainable practices and economy models, Italy aims to show
how established industries can aim to meet modern environmental standards.

Japan
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Kenya

The delegation of Kenya faces the severe environmental and economic challenges posed
by the fast fashion industry, particularly through the mass importation of low-quality
second-hand clothing from developed countries, often labeled as “charity.” While
second-handclothing—known locally as mitumba—is a vital part of daily life for many
Kenyans due to the high cost of new garments, an estimated 20% to 50% of these imports
are in such poor condition that they are unsellable or unusable. These include garments
that are severely damaged, stained, unsanitary, or contaminated with harmful substances.

Kenya's waste management infrastructure is still developing, and as a result, unusable
textiles are often burned or dumped in landfills. This leads to significant environmental
harm, including air pollution from toxic fumes, soil degradation from microplastics and
chemicals, and water contamination through leachate runoff into rivers and oceans. These
issues threaten public health and natural ecosystems, both in Kenya and across the
region.

While Kenya values the economic opportunities that second-hand clothing provides,
especially for small-scale traders and local communities, it is essential to ensure that
these imports are of acceptable quality. To address this growing crisis, the delegation of
Kenya proposes the application of international guidelines to restrict the importation of
garments that are more than 20% damaged from their original condition, undergarments
that are already used, clothing pieces that are contaminated with blood, chemicals, or
other unhygienic substances.

Additionally, Kenya recommends that exporting countries be held accountable for
shipments that arrive moldy, rotten, or otherwise compromised during transit, with
financial penalties imposed to promote proper quality control and handling. By setting
such standards, Kenya seeks to protect its environment, safeguard public health, and
encourage more sustainable trade and fashion practices throughout Africa.

Mexico
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Mexico’s apparel industry, once a dominant player in global fashion supply chains, is
currently facing significant challenges that threaten both its environmental sustainability
and economic vitality. Despite its advantages-such as proximity to the United State, low
labor costs, and strong ties with global brands like ZARA, H&M, and GAP-Mexico’s
apparel sector is struggling with environmental damage and declining exports both of
which demand urgent attention.The declining manufacturing employment, shifting
domestic market dynamics, and shrinking labor force are also other issues however, we
delegates believe harms on the environment as well as locals and inactive export are the
two important topics we must iron out.

First, one of the most pressing issues is the environmental harms towards textile
manufacturing. The industry is a major contributor to water pollution in Mexico, with
rivers like the Atoyac and Santiago contaminated by toxic chemicals such as dyes, heavy
metals, and detergent form nearby factories. This pollution has severe consequences for
local ecosystems and human health, contributing to rising cancer rates, respiratory
diseases, and skin problems in surrounding communities. While the factories bear primary
responsibility for the contamination, global apparel brands and consumers who demand
low-cost, fats fashion also play a part in perpetuating these harmful practices. We believe
it is not just the factories’s fault for developing such a disaster, but moreover clothing
companies that collaborate with those factories, and us buyers.

Second, these days Mexico’s exports, which once thrived from trade agreements such as
NAFTA and its proximity to the U.S., have been lethargic.It is now facing intense
competition from Asian countries such as China, Vietnam, and Bangladesh, where they
offer lower labor costs, complete supply chains, and slow adoption of modern
manufacturing technologies. Furthermore, its heavy reliance on the U.S. market-where
80-90% of its apparel exports go-have further exacerbated the decline contributing to the
shrinking labor force and declining manufacturing jobs to humanitarian concerns.
Exploitation, poor working conditions, and low wages also remain prevalent with the
sector, leaving workers vulnerable and limiting Mexico’s competitiveness in the global
market.

To summarize, Mexico’s apparel industry is facing two major problems, environmental
and humanitarian harms from toxic chemicals associated with denim, synthetic fabrics,
and printed garments, and sluggish exports which once grew in the 1990s following the
implementation of NAFTA, but reversed due to the US economic recession that Mexico
had highly relied on. We must take effective actions immediately in order to develop a
sustainable apparel industry.

We believe Mexico should bond a firmer connection between other countries besides
Canada and the United States in the NAFTA agreement, not only to make new relations
but also to settle an agreement in trading. One proposal from us would be to set low tax
rates to companies mainly in the U.S., and as a return they send labor forces to help
power up Mexico’s working environment.

There are two reasons why we must make new agreements even though Mexico’s
economy is rather stable; first is that if the trade between the U.S. and Mexico is cut,
Mexico would barely have incomes and would fall to a breakdown of economy. If we want
to maintain the economical sustainability, we must jump out of the North American region
and start having connections with Asian countries. They are a remarkable trading partner
for Mexico because they can help Mexico exacerbate labor shortage problems. With this
agreement, not only we but Asian countries also have a benefit in concluding our treaty
because they are having a skyrocketing growth in population and one of the three main
factors of living -clothes- would be essential for them. As stated above, the trade for labor
equals to the low export tax rates, grabbing sustainability of apparel industries too.
Secondly, to address the environmental and humanitarian challenges linked to water
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pollution and disease cause by apparel brand factories, international cooperation
becomes crucial.One way a collaborative policy could be made is by requesting global
brands accountable for sustainable practices. Another way could be to kindly ask
international environmental agency such as United Nations Environmental Programme or
World Health Organization to provide financial support to acquire sufficient technologies
that enhances medical practices and curing of patients. Furthermore, we request India to
also help us with monitoring network to track pollution levels, whether by using advanced
satellites provided in return of exporting apparel clothing since the population in India is
rising rapidly and clothings haven’t reached the need.

In conclusion, Mexico will ask the United States, and international organizations to
collaborate in order to achieve resolution for solving environmental and humanitarian
problems as well as sluggish export.

Morocco

We are writing to express our humble opinion about the apparel industry of Morocco. For
information, we will explain the apparel industry from a global perspective to Morocco.
Globally, the apparel industry belongs to a growing industry.

Although the global economy is currently facing a complex situation with both positive
and negative aspects, Morocco's economy, especially agricultural production, tourism,
and manufacturing is generally considered to be in a good state, with a strong and
growing presence in the global market. Furthermore, Morocco's apparel economy is a
significant part of its industrial sector, playing a key role in exports and employment. The
apparel market in Morocco is expected to grow at a steady rate, with revenue projected to
reach US$2.71 billion in 2025 and US$3.18 billion by 2029.

Why does this happen to a lower-middle income country? According to expert research,
Morocco's apparel industry has strong ties with Spain, because Spain is the largest
importer of Moroccan apparel. In 2023, Spain imported nearly 2.27 billion USD worth of
apparel from Morocco, representing about 60% of all Moroccan apparel exports. Also by
the duty-free trade agreements, this country’s apparel became developed.

The development of the fast fashion industry has led to environmental pollution and water
resource problems in Morocco. In detail, the production of cotton clothing requires large
amounts of water resources. The situation is exacerbated by the fact that Morocco is not
rich in water resources to begin with.

Based on the data of water resources in the world, T-shirts cost 2700L of water and also
3700L of water per jeans. Although Morocco's own data is not clear, because of the
position of Europe's first Substitute base, the production process converges with world
standards, and it is estimated that the consumption of water resources is almost the same.
And about the percentage of industrial wastewater emissions, wastewater from the global
textile industry accounts for 20% of all industrial wastewater, and the portion containing
chemical dyes poses a particularly serious threat to water pollution. In Morocco, the
textile industry relies heavily on imported raw materials—90% of which come from China.
As a result, pollution generated during upstream production processes may be
transmitted through the supply chain and affect the domestic processing stages.
Furthermore in 2024, Morocco’s GDP grew by 2.5%, with the textile industry making a
significant contribution as a key sector.

However, the cost of environmental degradation already accounts for 4% of the country’s
GDP. Currently, 66% of donated clothing ends up in landfills, only 15% is collected or
reused, and the remaining 19% is incinerated. All of this data leads us to conclude that
countermeasures are needed to foster a healthier ecosystem.

After that, we want to explain about four policies of environmental issues.The first is to
reuse used clothes. The process of making clothes uses a lot of water, and will discharge
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CO2, so we were thinking about making clothes without using scratch. This is the first
policy we think that may be realized. Secondly, it will be also useful to change from
traditional water dyeing techniques to dry dyeing techniques. High pressure gas press
forces the dye into the fibers, dramatically reducing water usage. For example, SHEIN is a
company which sells clothes that introduce dry dyeing techniques. With these techniques,
producing 1000 clothes could save the water of 20 households’ one week cost. Third, we
think one policy would be to use Al to calculate the amount of clothing needed and
prevent overproduction.

In addition, we think it’'s also a good idea to change clothing fibers. Nowaday we rely
heavily on both natural and synthetic fibers. And there are many disadvantages for
synthetic.

Although natural fibers like cotton can be a little bit expensive while it is very renewable.

However synthetic fibers, derived from fossil fuels, contribute to greenhouse gas
emissions during their production and can release microplastics when washed, impacting
aquatic life.

So we think it is better to use natural fibers more than synthetic ones to protect our
ecosystem.

All in all, the biggest issues concerning fast fashion in our country are as follows: protect
the relationship between Europe while solving the environmental problems. Because the
export volume is strongly tied with European countries, to achieve this goal, we need to
ask European countries to understand our measures and activities about recycling and
innovations. For these reasons it becomes the main idea of what we are trying to
explain—it is necessary to work on fast fashion to prosper the economy while taking into
account the environment so that we can be proud of our country.

Myanmar

Myanmar's apparel production has experienced temporary disruptions since the 2021
military coup.Myanmar's manufacturing PMI rose to 50.4 in December 2024, indicating an
increase in production and new orders. This is an indicator of expanding manufacturing
activity, which is also having a positive impact on the garment industry.Also, in the past
eight months of the 2023-2024 fiscal year, Myanmar's manufactured exports exceeded
$6.185 billion, down from $7.8 billion in the same period last year but still remaining
high.The garment industry has been positioned as a priority sector in the Myanmar
government's export strategy, and is expected to grow in the future.Myanmar met the
requirements for graduating from the United Nations' Least Developed Country status in
fiscal year 2024, and graduated from LDC status in 2024. This will mean that the country
will no longer be eligible for preferential tariff treatment.The apparel industry will need to
utilize other systems, and future measures will be required.Myanmar's apparel industry is
vulnerable to political and international economic changes, but major companies maintain
stable production systems. Economic indicators are improving, with an increase in the
manufacturing PMI and sustained export figures, but the loss of tariff preferences due to
graduation from LDC status will be a future challenge.Myanmar met the requirements

for graduating from the United Nations' Least Developed Country status in fiscal year
2024. This will mean that the country will no longer be eligible for preferential tariff
treatment.

2
Ensuring supply chain traceability and making information disclosure mandatory, which
requires recording the supply chain from the procurement of raw materials to the
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completion of the final product in a traceable form and making the main processes
publicly available.A policy to strengthen CSR obligations for domestic and foreign brand
companies, which requires brand companies that outsource production to submit "CSR
reports" that clarify their responsibility for the working conditions and environmental
impact of their local partners.A policy to expand vocational training centers run by public
and private institutions, with the aim of establishing training facilities in each region
focusing on sewing techniques, machine operation, quality control, etc., and developing
work-ready human resources through collaboration with private companies.Establishing a
subsidy system for introducing environmentally friendly dyeing technology and
wastewater treatment equipment, such as dyeing technology with low environmental
impact, water resource reuse, and wastewater detoxification treatment

equipment, for local governments and companies.A policy to encourage product
development using domestic natural materials and recycled fibers, and to promote the
spread of recycled materials and ethical fashion, such as developing joint projects with
international brands.The policy of promoting partnership agreements with the ILO,
UNIDO, OECD, etc.

and providing technical and governance support through collaboration with international
organizations to receive support for compliance with labor standards, factory
management, and technological innovation.A policy to strengthen partnerships with
international brands, with the government acting as an intermediary to facilitate long-term
trade agreements between domestic factories and international apparel brands.The
top-line policies proposed by my country are "Pride in workers, concern for the
environment, and trust in the world," and "Toward industries that are friendly to both
makers and consumers."The most important issue for his country is to "give top priority to
restoring trust in the international market and continuing exports, and to focus on
international standards, transparency, and environmental friendliness."

Netherlands

The Kingdom of the Netherlands is honored to participate in this important global
conversation concerning the global consequences of fast fashion. As a nation deeply
focused on protecting the environment, the promotion of human rights, and the
advancement of the circular economy, the Kingdom of the Netherlands expresses its
serious concern regarding the harmful impacts of fast fashion on both people and the
planet.

The fast fashion industry, while offering consumers access to low-cost clothing and
rapidly evolving trends, has brought upon some pressing challenges. These include the
overexploitation of labor in developing countries, unsustainable levels of resource
consumption, and the generation of enormous quantities of waste. In addition, the
production and transportation of garments across long supply chains contribute
significantly to global carbon emissions, undermining efforts to meet the targets outlined
in the Paris Agreement. The Kingdom of the Netherlands firmly believes that such
practices are incompatible with the international community’s shared commitment to
environmental protection, social justice, and sustainable economic development.

From the perspective of the Netherlands, it is essential to reimagine the fashion industry
as one based on ethical principles, environmental responsibility, and long-term
sustainability.

This transformation must be guided to where products are reused, repaired and recycled,
which include designing products for longevity, promoting reuse and repair, and ensuring
that materials can be effectively recycled at the end. In addition, greater transparency
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across supply chains must be established to protect workers’ rights and ensure
compliance with international labor standards.

Domestically, the Kingdom of the Netherlands has undertaken multiple initiatives to
foster a more responsible fashion industry. Many Dutch fashion brands have adopted
sustainable business models that emphasize quality over quantity and promote local
sourcing, fair wages, and environmentally friendly materials. The government has
introduced rules and systems that promote extended producer responsibility, requiring
companies to take responsibility for the environmental impacts of their products from
design to disposal.

Furthermore, textile recycling programs, secondhand clothing platforms, and clothing
repair workshops are increasingly welcomed by Dutch consumers, demonstrating strong
public support for sustainable practices.

Public education campaigns have also played a critical role in transforming consumer
behavior. These efforts aim to raise awareness of the social and environmental
consequences of fashion consumption and to empower individuals to make more ethical
purchasing decisions. Initiatives such as clothing libraries and fashion subscription
services have proven to be successful in reducing textile waste while offering accessible
alternatives to overconsumption.

Despite these national achievements, the Kingdom of the Netherlands recognizes that the
challenges posed by fast fashion cannot be resolved by any single country. It is, therefore,
essential for the international community to work together to establish and enforce global
standards that wuphold labor rights, environmental protections, and corporate
responsibility.

The Netherlands strongly supports the efforts of the United Nations Environment
Programme (UNEP), the International Labour Organization (ILO), and other international
bodies in their efforts to promote sustainable textile production and trade.

Moreover, the Kingdom emphasizes the need for global knowledge-sharing and capacity-
building. The Netherlands remains committed to assisting countries, particularly those
with large garment industries, in improving workplace safety, enforcing fair wages, and
investing in sustainable technologies. By building strong international partnerships, the
global community can ensure that fashion production no longer depends on the
exploitation of vulnerable workers or the degradation of ecosystems.

The Delegation of the Kingdom of the Netherlands reaffirms its commitment to advancing
international cooperation on this issue and stands ready to support the development of
binding frameworks that promote sustainability across the global fashion sector. The
Kingdom calls for increased international funding for research into biodegradable textiles,
closed-loop recycling systems, and the implementation of stronger environmental and
labor standards for textile imports and exports.

In conclusion, the Kingdom of the Netherlands firmly believes that the global fashion
industry must undergo a fundamental transformation. By putting sustainability, fairness,
and innovation into the core of fashion production and consumption, the international
community has the opportunity to reshape an industry that has long prioritized profit over
people and the planet. The Netherlands urges all nations to join in collective efforts to
address the damaging effects of fast fashion and to build a fashion system that is just,
transparent, and sustainable for generations to come.

New Zealand

We are focusing on the second issue, specific policies for environmental protection,
because New Zealand is one of the world's leading environmental countries, with dairy

20



20254F 6H =i PPPXE® Cigdy 6H6H

farming as its main industry, and environmental pollution has a major impact on the
country’s economy. This is because New Zealand is one of the most environmentally
friendly countries in the world, with dairy farming as its main industry, and environmental
pollution has a major impact on the country's economy. In recent years, New Zealand has
been focusing on the following two issues.

The first is the wool industry. New Zealand is famous for having more sheep than people,
and clothing made from sheep's wool has long been worn in the country. China and
Australia are the top producers, and the total value of wool exports has decreased by
30.2% in the year to January 2021. In recent years, man-made fibers have become popular
due to people's changing fashion preferences, but synthetic fibers lose their microfibers
when washed, leading to water pollution. Wool, on the other hand, is a natural fiber and
returns 100% to the soil, so it does not cause microplastic pollution to the oceans or the
land, and is called a recyclable fiber. Thus, although the wool industry has not caused
environmental pollution, it is on the verge of doing so due to the decline of wool. We
believe

that increasing the consumption rate of wool clothing, which has recently been in decline,
rather than chemical fiber clothing, will help prevent environmental pollution. In addition,
in countries with a well-developed wool industry, such as New Zealand, ZQ audits exist,
which examine work safety, health management, and fair compensation, and which
manifest a

transparent and sustainable supply chain from the farm to the final product. The farmers
are obliged to minimize their impact on the environment and are required to submit an
environmental protection plan for each individual farm in order to protect soil, water, and
indigenous biodiversity and to ensure that they are in good condition. Public awareness is
important for the wool industry to develop once again. For this reason, we would like to
request that governments make every effort to spread awareness to apparel companies
that wearing woolen clothing means protecting the environment. Of course, we assume
that

the apparel industry will never be based solely on wool, and that there are regions where
synthetic fibers are the primary industry, but this is important for the environment.

The second is the problem of garment disposal. In New Zealand, environmental issues
related to the manufacturing process of apparel products are not considered particularly
important, but the landfilling of waste clothing and other items due to fast fashion has
become an issue. According to an article on the MINDFUL FASHION NZ website, as of
October 2024, about 500 kg of clothing is disposed of every five minutes. The
organization's “Threads of Tomorrow report” also states that over the past 20 years,
clothing consumption has increased by 60% and the length of time clothes are stored has
halved. These facts indicate that fast fashion in our own country has played a major role
in the recent increase in waste. In recent years, the problem of fast fashion waste has
become more serious worldwide, and many stores started to rent not only dresses but
also everyday clothes.

However, since stores that rent everyday clothes have not yet made inroads in New
Zealand, we propose to popularize them. Specifically, the clothes would be categorized
based on purchase price, and rented out on a weekly basis. The renter can return the
clothes without washing them, and the store can introduce its own cleaning system so
that the next renter can wear them with peace of mind. Although the widespread rental of
apparel products is expected to significantly reduce imports, we thought that importing
fewer expensive products that are not normally available to the public, rather than
importing large quantities of cheap clothing that will soon be discarded, would not have a
major impact on the economy. Renters would also have the advantage of being able to try
out and enjoy different fashions, plus they would not have to do laundry. For these
reasons, we propose a policy to popularize renting.
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Finally, our top line in light of all this is to “revive the wool industry and prevent water
pollution by chemical fibers.

Nigeria
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Pakistan

Pakistan is ranked the world’s eighth largest textile exporter and supports the world. The
apparel industry has been causing distress to both humanity and the environment.
Droughts and floods affected by global warming have swept away cotton farmers’ hopes
over and over. The flood in2022 hit hard. Over 1.5 million hectares of cotton fields sunk,
which ensued the loss of over 40% of cotton in the country. The apparel industry has
contributed to the progression of climate change.Therefore, it creates a cycle of disaster.
Pakistan uses approximately 170 thousand litters of water to process 1 ton of fiber.
Alarmingly, 85% ofPakistan’s municipal and industrial wastewater is not treated before
being disposed of, leading to widespread pollution. The untreated effluents flow into
rivers, eventually, becoming someone's drinking water. During the production of textiles,
cotton lint and dust is produced and slowly but surely deteriorates indoor air quality and
workers' respiration. This is one of the reasons Pakistan is the third most air-polluted
country in the world.

On account of the high demand for fast fashion and the inexpensive synthetic fibers,
waste disposal has ceased to keep up.Pakistan’s apparel industry is mainly composed of
SMEs. Most business owners and workers are ignorant of environmental regulations. In
addition, the regulations do not declare the need to report information or show
transparency. Pakistan, Bangladesh, Indonesia, and Viet Nam have united withUNEP to
reduce pollution from the textile sector. Nevertheless, only large companies have been
improving, and SMEs require improvement.

To ensure Pakistan’s apparel industry is not here to harm society, but rather to protect the
future for all people, Pakistan addresses the need of collaboration between governments,
NGOs, and education institutions. To start with, it is compulsory to undergo regular
monitoring. As mentioned above,initiatives such as the ESG guidelines and NCC do not
oblige the need to report periodically.To accomplish this, organizations such as NGOs
must accumulate to confirm companies report to them to show transparency.Pakistan
also proposes to have technical and educational institutions align with SMEs and conduct
training programs with proper installation support for new technologies. It is ideal for this
program to have a loaning system where SMEs can borrow equipment and also learn the
techniques needed. To illustrate, by using joint usage models and lease methods, people
can install water waste treatment plants, which are scarce in Pakistan. By using those
methods, it is possible to acquire needed technology at low costs without violating
environmental standards. However, Pakistan is not rich in finances or resources, and
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therefore needs financial aid from other countries.

Philippines
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Poland

Poland has active apparel industries and these are criticized for affecting the environment
in negative ways. Poland is also known as a country that pollutes the atmosphere severely
in the EU. We found two problems that we should solve with Poland.

The first problem we found is how Polish people are not fully aware about the problem’s
severity. Despite the high income economy, Polish people are not mindful of the
seriousness of the apparel industry's problem. A 2021 survey by Polish research firm
Kantar found that 68% of Polish consumers consider environmental impacts when
purchasing commodities. However, according to the report, 75% of Polish consumers
regard sustainability as an important everyday factor that increasingly influences their
daily life. We can infer that people in Poland are aware of environmental problems, but do
not know that apparel industries are one of the factors that cause serious contamination.
Secondly, recycling systems in Poland are weak. The number of recycling industries in
Poland is very small. Poland’s recycling rate is extremely low compared to other countries
in the EU. In fact, the recycling rate of Poland in 2020 was 38.7%, and it is lower than 48%,
the average of the EU.
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Even if Polish people sort out the garbage by type, many collected garbage cannot be
recycled due to their low quality and undeveloped recycling technology. Furthermore,
domestic demand for recycled resources is low, so recycling has no economic benefit.
Therefore, many garbage separated collections have been incinerated.

We propose two policy measures for Poland in response to the challenges. The first
addresses the lack of public awareness regarding environmental issues, and the second
addresses inefficiencies in the country’s recycling systems. Each policy is designed as a
solution to these respective problems.

The first policy we suggest is penalizing greenwashing in the entire world to raise

awareness and improve perception of apparel industry problems. Our topline for this
policy is to impose fines from fast fashion companies that abuse greenwashing, and to use
the money to improve awareness of the problem. In addition, we will require apparel
companies to explain specifically what aspects of their commodities are friendly to the
environment. Greenwashing is one of the most disruptive factors since it can make
consumers feel as if they are contributing to protect the environment, although they
actually are aggravating the pollution. In our country, some laws are regulating and
punishing greenwashing. Unfortunately, some other countries around the world are still
not regulating or punishing greenwashing. As we mentioned above, raising public
awareness of the problem is essential to solve the problem. By penalizing greenwashing,
we can avoid misunderstanding and indifference of people to environmental problems.
Any apparel company that advertises false information has to pay a fine. The fine can
become a source to enhance recycling technology and develop an incentive for recycling.
An example of the incentive is to give people money when they recycle their clothes
instead of just throwing away. In fact, this method is used in many countries in the EU,
and is thought to be increasing recycling rates. On the other hand, punishing too severely
can cause side effects. Rather than just punishing the companies, we should demand easy
explanations of their environment friendly marketing that normal people would
understand certainly. This would help people know further about the problem accurately.
The second policy is for recycling issues. We will establish public utilities that recycle
clothes professionally. Our top line of this policy is to work for improving recycling
systems. The recycling systems in Poland are still insufficient, and there are many
countries that need recycling technology like Poland in the world. Since apparel factories
are affecting the environment negatively, many people argue that the number of apparel
factories should decrease, but the workers of the industries will lose their jobs, and this
can cause a slump in economic growth. To prevent the problem, we will build
government-certified factories that are specialized in recycling as public utilities. There
are many advantages to the policy. It is possible to do things on a large scale while
generating stable benefits since the factories are treated by the government.
Also,public utilities provide laborers fixed wages, so we are able to generate stable
benefits and provide stable work for the unemployed people. When a factory is operated
by not only companies but also the government, it leads to more new employment and
professional manpower development. And having proper local recycling centers helps
prevent illegal dumping and inefficient waste disposal and protect the environment. Also,
since it is a public project, the money collected by the factories can be used to invest for
environmental education. There will be more opportunities for children and residents to
learn the importance of recycling through hands-on experience.
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U.S.A

(DCurrently in the United States of America where the Trump administration is in power,
we are implementing tariffs on certain parts of the fast fashion industry. This is because
the fast fashion industry is very harmful to our domestic companies as well as the
environment. This can especially be seen through the imports of textiles into our country,
where 98% of all clothing comes from abroad.However, although we do acknowledge the
potential environmental harms that the fast fashion industry has, it is not our top priority
as the United States of America to actively solve these issues using our own resources in
excess. This has been emphasised by President Trump’s various orders and statements
regarding our international involvement in environmental issues.

@As the USA, we place the most value on cooperative innovations of sustainable
technology and trade of the fast fashion industry. This is to mitigate the harms that exist
within the industry in the status quo but at the same time work on a long-lasting solution
to eliminate further issues from happening in the future. We strongly believe that an
international platform such as this conference is the key to creating impactful change. We
propose several policies that aim to achieve this. To begin with, we would like to
encourage the member states of the UNEP to recommend their respective civilian
businesses and local organizations to work towards more detailed domestic policies of
the fast fashion industry. This is to ensure better flexibility in policies that require local
solutions such as in reforming consumer awareness, as we think international
conferences should focus on policies that require action on a global scale. Secondly, in
order to achieve the most basic level of environmental protection, we would like to create
an international baseline of restrictions with some amount of legal consequences on fast
fashion companies that fail to meet this. The purpose of this is to deter companies
responsible for extreme environmental destruction from causing any more harm, while
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considering the reality of work environments in undeveloped countries. Thirdly, in order
to enable member states to continue discussing subjects related to fast fashion, we would
like to call upon member states to hold regular sessions held by the UN Alliance for
Sustainable Fashion. Fourthly, we would like to encourage member states of the UNEP to
reconsider renewing trade licensing of fast fashion companies based on the transparency
of their company supply chain and their products’ environmental impact. This is to show a
united international front against environmentally harmful practices by stopping these
companies from expanding their network financially, which is one of the most effective
ways to reduce their capacity while allowing room for change. Lastly, in order to create a
long-term solution to the environmental harms that are caused by the fast fashion
industry, we propose a more adaptive approach by requesting the UNEP and its willing
and capable member states to conduct collaborative research on sustainable
technological innovations regarding fast fashion. Furthermore, we encourage these
member states to share their findings through an annual report submitted to the UNEP in
order to promote industry-led advancements globally.
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