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Australia

(DAustria, as part of the EU, has been working towards reducing the negative
environmental impacts of the fast fashion industry through measures such as the EU
strategy for sustainable and circular textiles and the EU Ecodesign for Sustainable
Products regulations. Although there is a high level of awareness and demand for more
sustainable and long-lasting fashion, price and convenience are often the driving forces
behind purchases. While Austria itself doesn’t have major environmental problems related
to fast fashion, the fact that our citizens are buying products from the other countries that
are producing environmentally-unfriendly products is the main problem that is lying
beneath.

(@ While we are working hard to implement the measures mentioned above, we believe
stricter enforcement is necessary. We believe that the creation of International guidelines
that set requirements on the durability and recyclability of clothes, increase the
transparency of all stages of production through Digital Product Passports, and raise
awareness of the negative environmental effects fast fashion has is of utmost importance.
While these are all things the EU strategy for sustainable and circular textiles covers, all
countries should also strive to implement them. We hope to make a guideline that reduces
the harm fast fashion has on the environment.
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Bolivia
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China

In 2021, China produced around 65% of the world’s clothing. Brands that are
manufactured in the country such as Shein, Zara, H&M, Uniqlo, and Temu, are the center
of the fast fashion industry. As the world’s leading exporter of textiles and apparel, a
business that utilizes a staggering amount of energy, water, and chemical dyes, China’s
environmental abuses are easily noticeable. According to Greenpeace, an environmental
NPO of East Asia, the country’s textile industry alone is responsible for 10% of its
industrial wastewater emissions with 72% of toxic chemicals in the water originating
solely from textile dyeing. Due to the heavy reliance of clothing production from the rest
of the world, it is expected that China’s environment is deteriorating.

China is recognizing the detrimental effect on the ecosystem from the rapid production of
trending clothes and has taken it upon themselves to improve unsustainable supply
chains. In 2013, China implemented environmental protection codes and higher standards
on wastewater and gasses discharged from wool and flax spinning, dyeing, and printing
enterprises. In addition, in 2014, 15,000 textile factories had to publicly report real-time
figures on air emission and water discharges due to China’s Environmental Protection
Law. Moreover, the World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF) of Japan and China co-partnered
with the China National Textile and Apparel Council (CNTAC) to preserve freshwater
ecosystems by improving the unsustainable habits of the Chinese apparel industry in 2020.

It is crucial to note that approximately 60-70% of textile articles that are purchased in
China are imported from overseas, despite the fact that the country produces the most
clothing out of any other nation. However, recently, there is a growing appreciation for the
quality of domestic clothing brands and traditional fashion amongst the younger
generation. Up and rising fashion companies like Li-Ning and Neemic incorporate Chinese
history and folklore into their designs and collaborate with traditional communities that
handweave organic fabrics to encourage consumers to purchase authentic and
irreplaceable clothing. This production aligns with sustainable fashion and promotes
eco-friendly consumption, as well as supporting independent designers and artists.
Similarly, the popular sportswear brand, ANTA, has come up with a “Carbon Neutral
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Concept,” aiming to increase environmentally friendly products to meet the Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs).

Because of the massive population of 1.4 billion people, China believes in encouraging
habiliment industries to cater towards the vast amount of consumers’ interests by
popularizing clothing that are manufactured through sustainable methods. This would
suggest that governments could execute marketing campaigns or endorse subsidies to
businesses that produce ecological products. Without the people’s recognition of the
destructive habits of clothes making, it would be near impossible to mitigate this global
crisis. China envisions a future where eco-friendly textile production, consumer

satisfaction, and robust economic growth can coexist.

Egypt

The Arab Republic of Egypt is located in the crossroads of Africa, the Middle East, and
Europe. The population is about 114.53 million people, and it’'s known for a charming land
of ancient civilizations with timeless culture and beautiful deserts and modern cities. With
access to the Suez Canal, it’s in a prime position to export clothing quickly and cheaply to
many regions of the world. Moreover, Egypt is known for it’s luxurious cotton with long
fibers that make it silky soft and durable, making it a great product to export to other
countries, and is also used for many traditions clothing such as “Gallabiyah”. Textile
manufacturing in Egypt is the second largest industry with a 25% share of the overall
apparel sector, which accounts for 3% of the GDP, which is about $396 billion. Because of
the large population of workers in the apparel industry, the making of clothing takes up
around 30 percent of the whole industrial workforce, making it one of the most important
factors of the national income.

The Arab Republic of Egypt believes that the global apparel industry must be urgently
reconsidered and reformed to ensure sustainability, fairness, and responsibility. There are
countries that create loads of clothes every day in horrible working conditions and with
low wages, only to be used a few times and thrown away. Over 1.92 million tons of textile
waste like this is produced every year, polluting cities and creating health risks for both us
humans and the environment. Although sometimes consumers return used clothes to
retailers, most of them end up in landfill. This is mainly because it costs more to degrade
clothes and put them back in circulation than to get rid of them. It take years or even
decades to decompose clothes in landfills, especially synthetic fabrics like polyester,
which can take up to 200 years.

Although Egypt is taking steps towards a sustainable fashion standard, we are dealing
with working conditions and overloads of textile waste. Egypt has many major issues
such as harsh, dangerous working conditions and intense labor. Because of the traditional
roles of woman in the household, many woman have limited access to education and job
opportunities, resulting in eager poor people to work at low salaries. Also, both rural and
suburban areas of Egypt are dealing with textile waste that comes from imported
second-hand clothing from wealthy countries such as Italy and France. Clothes are
imported from these countries, to be reused but end up in landfills or unofficial dumping
grounds, creating messy and dangerous environments throughout Egypt. Textile waste
like this is not only affecting Egypt but is affecting other countries and the earth itself as
well. Countries like Ghana, Kenya, Nigeria and Pakistan import massive amounts of
secondhand clothes, but because most of it is too dirty and damaged, they have no choice
but to bury or burn the waste. This damages local economies, pollutes shared ecosystems,
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and adds to climate change. Action needs to be taken in order to create a better future of
our planet, and to sustain fair and stable connections between countries.

Egypt believes that the global apparel industry must be urgently rethought, to address the
growing crisis of textile waste. Currently, large quantities of second-hand clothing are
exported from wealthier nations to developing countries—including Egypt. While some
clothes are reusable, many are damaged and non-wearable, ending up in unofficial
landfills or being burned, harming our environment, public health, and local economies.

We believe it is possible to support the growth of this sector while protecting people and
the planet. We also have the technology to make nice durable cotton from old clothes. We
have plenty of skills and techniques of how to make silky and durable cotton, because we
have been growing and creating clothes from cotton since the ancient Egyptian times.
Just like this, because each country has its strengths we want all the countries to come
together with their unique craftsmanship skills to create the best recycling system
possible. To be more specific, we propose the creation of an international initiative called
the Stitch Project. The stich project will be international platform where countries can
contribute and think about textile recycling technologies, like fabric breakdown,
sustainable fiber production, and eco-friendly dyeing methods. Using this new system of
recycling textile waste and transforming them into brand new clothes, factories for doing
this will be placed in every country so that each country can recycle their own unwanted
apparel.

By combining our technologies and sharing our strengths, and working hand in hand
across borders, we can build a global system where textile waste is gone, and every fabric
is given a new life. The STITCH project is not only about recycling clothes, it’s about
stitching together hope and cooperation and a brighter future for us all. (H/FR)
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Morocco

Morocco has an apparel industry mainly focused on export to Spain and France, as well
as wider Europe, while importing nearly half of its apparel from China, as well as other
nearby nations with cheaper sources of labor such as Turkey and Egypt. The nation’s
geographic location close to Western Europe gives Morocco an advantage in adapting to
“fast fashion”. Morocco has limited oil resources, making it reliant for imports for artificial
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fibres. Morocco’s trade concerning the apparel industry is controlled by AMITH, or the
Moroccan Association of Textile and Clothing Industry. Morocco raises up to 4 billion
dollars from the apparel industry annually, which makes up to about 15% of the country’s
industrial GDP. The number has been increasing year by year. However, despite the
country being a leading apparel exporter in Africa, it ranks the 8th largest clothing
supplier to the EU, trailing behind dominant Asian countries such as China and Vietnam.

Our stance on the role of the UN in regulating the apparel industry is the following;

The government should mandate a universal apparel environmental protocol which will
help abolish products which have absurdly high impacts on the environment. This will be
a treaty in which member states who sign it will be responsible for not partaking in the
trade of these banned goods. This will reduce the market for these products, whose
continued production will become unfeasible.

The place should be in the ITMF, which is a non-governmental international organization
founded in 1909 which regulates the textile industry. Biannually. This is to adapt to the
swiftly shifting apparel industry, often swayed by huge booms, and big busts.

Governments around the world should try their best to support entrepreneurs that are
attempting to find groundbreaking ways to recycle clothes. Through subsidies, tax
exemptions, etc.

Encourage thermal recycling if not material, landfills should be refrained from.
Governments should hold public knowledge programs to inform the public to not
mindlessly offload their clothes to charity centers. This will lead to a reduction in
workload for charity workers, who have to work many times harder to satisfy the altruism
of the masses.

Governments should pass legislation for the better public knowledge of the damaging
nature of the textile industry.

Governments should discourage the use of harmful dyes in apparel.

Governments should encourage the sharing of fabric texture and how to solve recycling
issues.
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Spain

1.Spain is famous for fast fashion industries like Zara and Mango. Due to this, Spain's
fashion industry is likely to be mainly addressed towards overproduction, trading balance,
hiring difficulties, and minority industries.

First of all, overproduction causes significant problems such as water, air pollution, and
waste. As you can see from the dashboard of the achievement of Sustainable
Development Goals(SDGs), Spain still faces some remaining challenges. The
accomplishment in Goal 12, which indicates "Responsible Consumption and Production"
is currently stagnating in Spain. From another viewpoint, Goal 13, 14, and 15, which are
related to environmental aspects, are moderating but improving step by step.

Fashion cycling plays an important role in the sustainable fast fashion industry. From
producing to turning back to nature. Unfortunately, several concerns are found in this
cycle. For example, hiring has been one of the concerns in this. In Spain, as you can see
from the population pyramid, the majority of the population is concentrated in the age
group around 50. From now on, it is predicted that the worker population will decrease,
and it will be difficult to hire enough people for this industry.

The biggest problem with the natural cycle of fashion is the continued lack of rotation,
which means a small amount of the product is sustainably turned back into the natural
cycle.

Lastly, modern fashion trends have made the traditional fashion industry in Spain go out
of the spotlight.

2. One of the biggest challenges that needs to be solved, as said above, is environmental
issues caused by overproduction and the loosen natural cycle. The specific issues of these
environmental problems are water and air pollution. The process of the apparel industry
is the biggest cause while manufacturing products by producing smoke, greenhouse
gases, and leaking harmful substances such as chemicals through water. Solving this
problem, Spain suggests manufacturing a new law towards factories producing materials,
a certain discipline, and to have a penalty for companies which doesn't follow. However,
concerning companies transferring to less law-stricken countries, we emphasize all to
strengthen the law against.

Spain recognizes that the amount of fashion products recycled each year is only 1% of the
total production produced in the year. The biggest causes are the lack and the unbalance
of technology within countries. We highly recommend countries with developed
technologies to transfer recycling technologies to technology incapacitated countries for
sustainable fashion circulation. We also encourage companies to understand and take
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more responsibility for their production being recycled, and for each company to make a
program to work on the recycling program.

Some solutions we could attempt in environmental issues, focusing on both air and water
pollution we are facing, is to gradually shift to not using chemical substances to process
the commodity. That way, it is expected to reduce the amount of emissions we make that
flow to the environment. Furthermore, the bad balance of consumption and
manufacturing could be softened by diminishing the manufacturing capacity. Also, due to
overproduction, there is now a huge amount of clothes being wasted. So, we could
provide clean new clothes that are going to be trashed to willing developing countries.

One of the famous fast fashion company Zara has been working on using only sustainable
cotton, linen, and polyester. We encourage countries to utilize eco-friendly materials and
fair-trade textile products to support the world both environmentally and financially. To
heighten the transparency of these manufactured materials, we propose to improve
supply chain traceability.

Overall, this is Spain’s point of view, and we would like to focus most on fashion
sustainability we insisted. Spain is truly sure that these solutions will make an
improvement in the growth of the fashion industry.
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