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Bolivia

Bolivia continues to face serious problems related to child labor and child exploitation.
These problems are closely connected to poverty, inequality, and limited access to
education, especially in rural and Indigenous areas. According to the research made
by UNICEF, many families depend on their children’s income to survive, which makes
it difficult to completely stop child labor without support for households.

The legal minimum working age in Bolivia is 14. However, Bolivia’s Children and
Adolescents Code allow exceptions. Children aged 10 to 12 are allowed to work
independently in small activities, and children aged 12 to 14 may work under a
contract if their parents give permission and the work is not considered dangerous.
While these rules were created to reflect real economic conditions, UNICEF and the
U.S. Department of Labor have pointed out that these exceptions often allow child
labor to continue without enough protection.

Recent data from the U.S. Department of Labor shows that about 8.3% of children
aged 5 to 14, which is over 160,000 children, are working in Bolivia. Around 70% of
these children work in agriculture, such as farming and harvesting crops. Others work
in street vending, domestic work, or even mining, which is considered hazardous.
Many of these jobs are part of the informal economy, meaning they are not well-
regulated.

Bolivia also faces problems related to human trafficking and sexual exploitation of
children, especially in urban areas and border regions. In addition, early unions and
child marriage still occur, even though the legal marriage age is 18. These issues are
linked to poverty, lack of education, and gender inequality.

Bolivia recognizes that child exploitation is a serious issue but believes solutions must
consider the country’s social and economic reality.

Bolivia believes that ending child exploitation must be done realistically and carefully.
A sudden total ban does not work for families depending on their child’s income, or if
children move into more dangerous and invisible forms of labor. Bolivia believes that
ending child exploitation must be approached realistically and carefully. According to
the World Bank, the share of working children aged 7-14 in Bolivia decreased from
23.2% in 2002 to 13.9% in 2015, showing progress but also indicating that the problem
remains significant, particularly in rural areas. Government and international data
estimate that approximately 15% of children aged 7-14 are engaged in economic
activity, with nearly three-quarters of them working in agriculture. Despite a school
attendance rate of over 97%, many children combine school with labor, demonstrating
that poverty and structural conditions continue to push families to rely on children’s
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work.

Bolivia has already taken steps to address this issue. The government operates social
protection programs such as the Juancito Pinto conditional cash transfer, which
encourages school attendance through direct financial support to families. Bolivia has
also established a national information system for children and adolescents to improve
coordination and data-based policymaking. However, enforcement of child labor laws
remains weak, and hazardous forms of labor, including mining and dangerous
agricultural work, continue to threaten children’s health and safety.

Bolivia, therefore, proposes a gradual, three-stage approach. In the first stage, the
government prioritizes the immediate elimination of the worst forms of child labor, in
line with ILO Convention No. 182. Hazardous sectors such as mining must be strictly
prohibited for all minors, and existing legal exceptions for children under 14 must be
more carefully monitored and gradually reduced to prevent hidden exploitation. Child
protection services, including shelters and emergency assistance, should be expanded
to ensure that rescued children are protected and supported.

In the second stage, Bolivia addresses the root causes of child exploitation. Education
must be strengthened in rural and Indigenous communities, where long distances to
schools, language barriers, and teacher shortages contribute to dropout risks. At the
same time, poverty reduction policies must focus on parents, through job training and
employment opportunities, so families no longer depend on child income. Community-
based awareness programs are also necessary to challenge social norms that tolerate
early marriage or child labor. Regional cooperation with neighboring countries is
essential to prevent cross-border trafficking and support victims.

In the final stage, Bolivia aims to create a sustainable system that prevents child
exploitation from re-emerging. National legislation should be fully aligned with
international standards, supported by a strengthened child welfare data system that
enables evidence-based policymaking. Long-term investment in girls’ education and
leadership opportunities is essential to prevent early marriage. Expanded social
protection, including child allowances and access to healthcare, is necessary to break
the cycle of poverty.
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Canada

Child labour is not widespread domestically in Canada due to compulsory education
laws and strict labour regulations. Most youth employment occurs legally between
the ages of 15 and 17, and is generally limited to part-time, non-hazardous work
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under provincial labour standards. However, Canada recognizes that child labour
remains a concern through global supply chains, as Canadian companies may be
linked to exploitative practices abroad, particularly in textiles, agriculture, mining,
and manufacturing. In response, Canada implemented the Fighting Against Forced
Labour and Child Labour in Supply Chains Act (Bill S-211) in January 2024,
requiring large corporations and certain government institutions to publicly report
measures to identify and mitigate forced and child labour risks, thereby
strengthening transparency and corporate accountability. Beyond domestic
legislation, Canada supports international efforts through an annual assessed
contribution of approximately 16 million CAD to the International Labour
Organization (ILO), supporting global monitoring, labour standards
implementation, and technical assistance. Canada also cooperates with UNICEF
and prioritizes prevention-based approaches through education and capacity-
building in high-risk countries. With respect to child labour, Canada emphasizes the
responsibility of developed countries to address demand-side drivers. Canada
advocates for stricter regulation and transparency in global supply chains, ensuring
corporate accountability for preventing child labour in operations and sourcing
networks, while supporting financial assistance for education and poverty reduction
as essential long term solutions.

Child marriage is rare in Canada due to compulsory education and federal legal
safeguards. Under the Civil Marriage Act, marriage under the age of 16 is
prohibited nationwide, while individuals aged 16—17 may marry only with parental
consent. Although reported cases remain limited, Canada recognizes that child
marriage disproportionately affects girls and is often linked to gender inequality,
family pressure, cultural norms, and socio-economic vulnerability, including
informal unions. Canada addresses child marriage through both domestic
regulation and international cooperation. Internationally, Canada is committed to
eliminating child marriage under the CRC, CEDAW, and SDG Target 5.3, and
supports prevention-based approaches through girls’ education, gender equality
Initiatives, and community-level programs. Regarding child marriage, Canada
emphasizes strengthening enforcement capacity in affected countries, as weak
implementation remains a key challenge despite existing legal frameworks.
Accordingly, Canada supports capacity building measures such as training law
enforcement officials, improving birth and marriage registration systems, and
strengthening child protection institutions. In parallel, Canada prioritizes
expanding access to education—particularly for girls—as one of the most effective
tools for delaying marriage and reducing vulnerability.

Child sexual exploitation remains a serious issue in Canada, compassing
commercial sexual exploitation, physical abuse, and technology-facilitated offences.
In 2023, the Royal Canadian Mounted Police (RCPM) recorded over 34,000 sexual
offences against children and youth, with national data indicating that
approximately 7-8% of Canadians experienced sexual abuse before the age of 15,
demonstrating that exploitation extends far beyond isolated cases. These abuses
ultimately result in long-term psychological trauma, disrupted education, and
reduced economic participation, generating significant public costs in mainly
healthcare and child protection. In response, Canada criminalises all forms of child
sexual exploitation under the Criminal Code, funds specialized RCMP and
provincial child exploitation units, and in March 20th, 2025, committed $39.7
million CAD in federal funding to strengthen enforcement, prevention, and victim-
support mechanisms. Moving forward, Canada seeks to expand trauma-informed
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services, strengthen education and prevention programs, and modernize legal
frameworks to address both physical and digital exploitation.

Child sexual trafficking represents one of the most severe forms of exploitation in
Canada and is closely linked to broader trafficking patterns as well. Sexual
exploitation is the primary purpose of human trafficking, with approximately 39%
of victims being under the age of 18, and nearly 4,000 trafficking incidents reported
between 2012 and 2022, often occurring within urban centres and major
transportation routes. Canada addresses this issue through Criminal Code
trafficking offences and the National Strategy to Combat Human Trafficking,
emphasizing victim-centred and trauma-informed responses. To strengthen these
efforts, Canada calls for enhanced international cooperation, harmonized legal
frameworks, and UN-led capacity-building initiatives to address the transnational
nature of child exploitation and trafficking, contributing to long-term social and
economic stability by reducing public expenditures and safeguarding vulnerable
populations.
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Ethiopia

Our country, the Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia, is working towards
creating a safe environment where children can have access to quality education and
are not forced to work in harsh environments. Despite our efforts to resolve these
issues, progress has been slow, and there are still many issues that need to be solved.
Some of the major issues are child labour, exploitation, and a lack of quality education.

Right now, twenty-four percent of children aged between five and fourteen are
forced to participate in child labour, and forty-two percent of children between the
ages of fifteen and seventeen are engaged in hazardous labour. The sector that
participates the most in child labour is agriculture, with seventy-six percent. We are
also struggling to provide a safe enviroment of kids on the internet. Ten percent of
teen internet users experience online sexual exploitation, with three hundred
thousand kids affected just in the last year. Education is also a huge contributor. The
enrollment percentage for primary education is ninety percent. Despite the primary
education being free, primary completion is below the universal average, and many
students drop out due to reasons like not being able to afford the extra expenses of
education, and child labour. Also, as children grow, fewer and fewer children go to
school, resulting in low enrollment rates for higher education, with forty percent in
secondary education and less than ten percent in tertiary education.

Short term measures focus on immediate care and attention. The government
should strengthen child protection laws and ensure rigorous prosecution of offenders
involved in labor exploitation, child marriage, trafficking, or sexual abuse. Safe
shelters, medical care, and psychological support should be provided for victims, while
emergency community-based monitoring networks can detect abuse early. Cash
transfer programs for vulnerable families can immediately reduce the risk of child
labor.

As for medium-term measures, they will expand access to free and compulsory
education, which is essential to keep children out of exploitative situations. Life skills
programs can prepare for income-generating opportunities. Simultaneously, the
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government should strengthen data collection on child exploitation.

Long-term measures target sustainable change. This includes full integration of
international conventions, such as the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child and
relevant ILO conventions, into domestic law, ensuring consistent enforcement.
International cooperation with neighboring countries and NGOs will help monitor and
combat trafficking networks and provide support systems for affected children.
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Singapore

(DIn Singapore, we cherish our children as precious treasures of the nation, and we
have built Singapore, especially the recent policy ‘A Singapore Made for Families’
around this core value. With this in our fundamentals, children’s rights are protected
at a high standard in our country through our dedication to children’s well being,
demonstrated in our laws, policies, and practices.

In recent years, there have not been any reported cases of economic child exploitation
in Singapore. Although the minimum age of employment is 13, strict regulations and
protection is in place, and the drop out rate at secondary school remains less than 1%,
proving that the quality of academics remain very high, promising a brighter future
for all Singaporean children.

The large majority of child marriage has been abolished already, and with numbers of
it halving in recent years in some catergories, we are on a steady pace towards
abolishment. We hold

Considering child prostitution and sexual exploitation, eradication is within view,
with incidents reported being extremely few. We must continue our efforts to detect
those done online, and need to further cooperate especially within the region with
ASEAN nations.

Towards the prevention and elimination of child trafficking, we had 25 cases of child
trafficking in 2023, and have strengthened our detecting and deporting front-line
strategies over recent years to reach eradication. However, there is a legal exception
to these policies, which is for the Muslim community, albeit there be strict regulations
and multiple legal barriers in order to ensure the safety of the brides first.

(@It is important to us as Singapore to not only decrease child exploitation in any way,
shape, or form, but also to completely eradicate it. This is why we want to include
policies that emphasize community and family, simply because we believe these
proximate relationships are key to change these systems from the inside in a definitive
manner. We also would like to be in tandem with neighboring regions, particularly
ASEAN countries, and make efficient use of pre-existing regional organizations. For a
better future for our children, Singapore, with its advanced policy and through its
understanding of diverse cultures, would become a bridge between cultural
background and human rights issues promoting understanding and harmony within
international society on both a legal and moral level. Thus, we would like to propose
the following policies to move forward as a community.

First, to collaborate with countries of proximity to further increase transparecy and
credibility of digital platforms in an effort to further crack down on online child
prostitution and pornography. Another policy would be to create a systematic and
detailed data collection system and research structure to monitor the main drivers
and motivations behind the increase on sexual exploitation cases in concern to
children on the roadside. We would also like to ensure that all data collection efforts
are guided by ethical, child-sensitive methods that prioritize the safety, dignity, and
voluntary participation of children, with particular attention to reaching marginalized
and hard-to-reach populations, including through inclusive and context-appropriate
approaches. Finally, we aim to harmonize data across sectors and ensure findings,
inform evidence-based policies, legislation, and budget.
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United Kingdom

In recent years, cases of violation of children’s rights, mainly through methods such
as child labour, sexual exploitation, and trafficking have been at an increase. During
2024, 5999 children were referred to the National Referral Mechanism (NRM) for
being potential victims for modern slavery and exploitation, in addition to the 440
children who were reported to the Independent Child Trafficking Guardianship
service. One of the most prominent causes of child labor in the country is due to child
poverty. Approximately 4.5 million children, roughly 33% of children across the
country suffer from this issue due to the low wages, living expenses and insufficient
child benefits to match living costs. Aside form domestic labor, according to reports, at
least 10 children are trafficked into the United Kingdom every week, from Africa,
Esatern Europe, and even Southeast Asia as laborers. Recently, due to the spread of
the internet and social media, a pressing concern for the protection of children’s rights
has become online sexual exploitation. Out of the 122,768 child sexual exploitation
offences recorded in England and Wales, 51,672 cases (26%) were online, with most
targeting teenagers through apps such as SnapChat and Instagram. Furthermore,
since most sex predators often convince their victims of their abuse being a normality
for teenagers, there is a certain possibility of unreported cases of exploitation, making
the true scale of this issue unkwon. Therefore, we propose implementing an easily-
accesible hotline for children, alongisde intergrating curriculams on child labor, and
sexual exploitation of children during compulsory education, and the implementation
of school counselrs within educational facilities in order for children to have easy acess
to trusted professionals. In conclucion, we aim to protect children’s rights from any
form of abuse or exploitation through education.

USA

In the U.S.A, it is a big problem that children are facing all kinds of dangers, like
abuse, and we can’t think about those problems without young marriage and
trafficking. Victims of child abuse ratio is eight out of a thousand, in terms of
number, there are over 580thousand. And still, some states are legal to marry if
children are under 18 years old. To save children’s human rights and education,
our country established Child Labor Regulation in Wages and the Fair Labor
Standarts Act,Child Marriage Prevention Act of 2024, the Trafficking Victems
Protection Act, STOP CSRM Acts of 2025... As can be seen from these, it has a lot
of laws,and our congress tried to make it effective, by prosecuting child traffickers
or engaging in oppressive child labor, of course it has some results, but it’s still
not effective. It's because we still can’t avoid child exploitation, and that is why we
think this conversation is important.

Thinking about this agenda, our idea is, not to resolve every child labour. Our
understanding is, every child except for working and marriage should be child
exploitation. For child workers,it may have been caused by their economic problem,
and some government agency couldn’t help them. And for marriage, it’s better to set
which age at which one shouldn't be married at this conference.

Our country and citizens are afraid that children can’t exercise their rights by
preventing them from their bad environments. Children should be able to use
their rights. To save children from something that violates human rights, we
require about three more ideas.

First, strengthen support for parents of children . As you know, some of child abuse
or other problems are caused by their economic issues. There are two ways of
support. For uneconomic support, we could make children, parents, or people who
interact with children feel better by counseling. And for economic support, tax cuts,
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benefits, and other, we could make their life more comfortable. And from their
economic issues better, children don’t have to work in a hard environment,
trafficked by someone, never used as a child sexual exploitation.
Second, setting a protection system or guideline nationally for the time when
children’s rights are ripped by someone. Specifically, to clarify standards for child
facilities as a national rule, prohibition of coal fields and the use of electrically
powered wood working machines, or other work that may harm to health. As we
wrote in the first, it should be there to take care of children. We should recognize
more about how we should protect children with rights by explicit words.
Third, criminals of child exploitation should be arrested by cooperating
overseas. Recently, the internet has become common, and child exploitation
has become one. And it shows more people could be victims, and their damage
could be spread easily. It is necessary to share perpetrator internationally not
with the agency.

(HIBR)
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