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What kind of childhood we have is the luck of the draw. The society and culture and

income bracket we are born into is pure chance, as is the kind of parents we get. It is

probably our parents that most determine what kind of childhood we go through, and what

kind of person we become, though that has been disputed, most notably by Judith Rich

Harris in her 1998 book.
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*the luck of the draw * bracket
pure chance asis ~
go through dispute
notably
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Deciding whether or not to lower the minimum legal drinking age might, on the face of it,

seem like a simple matter — why make unnecessary changes? However, the issue cannot be

judged in isolation. It is precisely because society considers young people old enough to

perform other more critical roles as citizens that the drinking issue has arisen. Today,

American youth has access to and use of firearms; young people drive automobiles, and in

many states can receive adult prison sentences.

<Vocabulary & Expressions >

on the face of it in isolation
automobile sentence
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This shift in who actually produces new color is important, because Renaissance artists

usually kept their color recipes as craft secrets, whereas a ‘chemist’ would be more interested

in selling the color to as many people as possible. It is from this point onward that color

begins to saturate our daily life, with the ‘chemist’ continuing to develop even more new

colors, such as bright shades of yellow and greens.

<Vocabulary & Expressions >

Renaissance craft
onward from this point onward
*saturate bS5, fafnd 5
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On March 2nd, 1955 in Alabama, in the southern part of the United States of America,

a young, black woman was arrested for the crime of refusing to give up her seat on a bus for

a white man. <9l > Members of the ACLU (The American Civil Liberties Union), an

organization which was fighting for black Americans’ rights, quickly came to her aid. They

hoped that she could become the symbol against ‘segregation’. The name of this woman was

not Rosa Parks, however. It was Claudette Colvin, however. It was Claudette Colvin.

If she was to become the symbol of black America’s fight for justice and equality, why is

it that hardly anyone knows her name? The fact of the matter is that, after looking into Ms.

Colvin’s background and situation, the ACLU decided that she was perhaps not the best

candidate. They soon learned that she was unmarried, pregnant and only fifteen years old.

In addition, some historians have argued that her particularly dark skin and working class

background led the largely middle class black leaders of the ACLU to feel that Ms. Colvin

would be an easy target for the white media to attack.

And so it was that when, some nine months later, Rosa Parks refused to give up her

seat on a bus for a white man, it was she that became the symbol of white America’s

oppression of the black population. Everyone agreed that the 42-year-old dressmaker, a

married woman and daughter of a teacher would make for a much more appealing face for

black America’s de-mands for justice.
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<Vocabulary & Expressions >

refuse to do
segregation
hardly any-
pregnant

so 1t 1s that SV

come(go) to one’s aid
if + be to do

look into

lead O to do

oppression
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