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Archaeologists of the future may someday call the second millennium the Money Age. The

social changes brought about by the steady creation of wealth have transformed the world

so _completely that humans on either end of the second millennium could almost be

considered two different kinds of human.
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By now the human has taken over such extensive control of the life systems of the Earth

that the future will be dependent on human decision to an extent never dreamed of in

previous times. We are deciding what species will live or perish, we are determining the

chemical structure of the soil and the air and the water, and we are mapping out the areas

of the wilderness that will be allowed to function in their own natural states.

<Vocabulary & Expressions >

take over extensive

to ~ extent perish

*map out wilderness

function natural state(s)
<FOgER >



MAX A L_AREL Unit 06 BEAYFT Y

RIEE 03 X2 AFIFR < : The Japan Times, September 13, 2014 >

Several years ago, a vogue of interest in shut-ins, or hikikomori, saw researchers from

France touring Japan and meeting reclusive youths. Such was the prevalence of the disorder,

said psychologist Nicolas Tajan, that “if you ask people in Japan about hikikomori, almost

)

everyone will say, ‘I know somebody like that.

<Vocabulary & Expressions >

vogue *shut-in
reclusive prevalence
disorder
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According to a manga editor who teaches at a university in Kyoto, the seeds of manga’s mass

appeal in Japan were sown in the early postwar period, when kids began to spend all their

pocket money on manga, starting with Weekly Shonen Magazine. Such was their love for

the medium that they remained enthusiastic readers well beyond childhood and into their

adult years, becoming ideal consumers for a rapidly-growing publishing industry that kept

coming up with new titles.

<Vocabulary & Expressions >

SOW postwar

medium enthusiastic

well into ~ consumer
<FOgER >



MAX A L_AREL Unit 06 BEAYFT Y

RIRE 05 X TFABAZFIER <t : 20194 HuERHEAKRTE B —EmRE>

Why do we continue to build with concrete? Simply put, concrete is cheap, versatile, quick

to erect and requires no additional fireproofing. It’s also a known entity, and that carries a
lot of weight.  <HH&E>

Langenbach has a more skeptical take. “Making concrete is a huge business, so much so

that it’s sort of become identified as the mafia — at least in this country (the US).”

Historically, there have been connections to the New York mob, and there’s certainly still

money to be made.

<Vocabulary & Expressions >

concrete versatile
erect fireproofing
entity skeptical
identify O as B *mafia
mob
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