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Take a pen. A pen i1s a pen whatever the situation, wherever it is. The defining

characteristics of a pen do not change whether it is in your pocket, in your hand, or on the

table. Determining why a pen produces ink is easy; there is a stable cause and a stable effect,

regardless of context.
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regardless of A context
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All learners make mistakes. This is not limited to language learners. We all make mistakes

when we are speaking our mother tongue. They often cause a certain amount of merriment.

Whether we bother to correct ourselves or not seems to depend on whether we think our

hearers have noticed, and how urgently we want to get on with what we are saying.

<Vocabulary & Expressions >

merriment bother to do
urgently get on with A
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Becoming an adult is a step-by-step process, and just when the young are finally wise enough

to be treated as young adults is not the time to give them free access to the drinks bar.

Wisdom recently acquired is all too quickly lost: drinking by the young leads to accidents,

injuries, and deaths. Indeed, the damage is not just to those who drink. Many others are

often affected, whether it be family members, or those unfortunate individuals who happen

to encounter a drunk driver.

<Vocabulary & Expressions >

wisdom acquire
injury affect
unfortunate individual
encounter
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You can either engage in the blame game, making frequent use of the statement, “I couldn’t

because ...,” or you can take control of your life and shape it as you would like. You can either

let your circumstances, be they vour physical appearance, your financial condition, or your

family origins, decide what happens to you, or you can transcend your perceived limitations

and make extraordinary things happen. The “yeah, buts ...” do not produce results — they

just reinforce the delusion of inability.

<Vocabulary & Expressions >

engage in A blame

frequent take control of A

circumstance origin

origin transcend

perceive extraordinary

reinforce delusion
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When a human infant is born into any community in any part of the world it has two

things in common with any other infant, provided neither of them has been damaged in

any way either before or during birth. Firstly, and most obviously, new born children are

completely helpless.

<Hlg>

Without care from some other human being or beings, be it mother, grandmother, sister,

nurse or human group, a child is very unlikely to survive.

<Vocabulary & Expressions>

infant In common
provided (that) SV obviously
be unlikely to do
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