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No one can say precisely how much handwriting has declined with the advent of information

technology. In June a British survey of 2,000 people gave some idea of the extent of the

damage. According to the study, one in three respondents had not written anything by hand

in the previous six months.
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She inserted her key in the lock and turned the knob. The March wind snatched the door

out of her hand and slammed it against the wall. It took strength to close it against the

pressure of the gale, and she had no sooner closed it than the rain came in a pounding

downpour, beating noisily against the windows as if trying to follow her in. She could not

hear the taxi as it started up and went back down the road.
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insert snatch
slam strength
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Another time I saw a young Native American girl wearing a bracelet with a leather strap

two inches wide and decorated all over with very small turquoise-colored beads, which

varied a little in color and shone in green, light blue, and ultramarine. It seemed to be

extraordinarily alive, as if it were breathing on her arm. I wanted it for myself and made

my wife buy it from her. No sooner did I have it on my own arm than it gave up the ghost. It

was nothing now, just a small, cheap, purchased charm.

<Vocabulary & Expressions >

bracelet leather
*turquoise Mvaf, #—=aA X bead
vary *ultramarine ULV ET=Y v HEG
extraordinarily charm IS
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As I waited, I barely noticed the other people gathered at the bus stop, since I was mostly

focused on moving my legs briskly in a vain attempt to stay warm. So when the bus pulled

up, I was eager to get on. The woman closest to the door got on first, and then I stepped

forward, happy to follow her. However, although I had been oblivious to the loose queue my

fellow passengers had formed, I could scarcely miss the angry coughs they directed my way

when I boarded before them.

<Vocabulary & Expressions >

barely briskly
vain pull up
be eager to do oblivious (to A)
loose queue
fellow cough
board
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