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Many people tend to conclude that animals lack certain cognitive capacities. We hear

abundant claims along the lines of “only humans can do this or that.” <H &> The credo

of experimental science remains that an absence of evidence is not evidence of absence. If

we fail to find a capacity in a given species, our first thought ought to be “Did we overlook

something?” And the second should be “Did our test fit the species?”
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According to one widely held view, culture and country are more or less interchangeable,

and we have to adapt to the business culture of the country we are doing business with. A

recent study has challenged this approach, however. Using data from 558 previous studies

over a period of 35 years, this new research analyzed four work-related attitudes: the

individual versus the group; the importance of hierarchy and status; avoiding risk and

uncertainty; and competition versus group harmony. If the traditional view is correct,

differences between countries ought to be much greater than differences within countries.

<Vocabulary & Expressions >

more or less interchangeable
adapt hierarchy
uncertainty
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Genetic privacy should be a touchstone, but not necessarily the ultimate objective.

<l%> While legislation ought not defeat our ambition to exploit the full potential of

DNA to reduce human suffering, or to tell us about ourselves and our origins, or to identify

those among us guilty of crimes, it must minimally ensure that no citizen be deprived of

civil or human rights on the basis of what might be written in his or her genes.

<Vocabulary & Expressions >

genetic touchstone
ultimate objective
legislation defeat
exploit ensure
deprive O of B
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The fundamental duty of any government is to protect its citizens. That applies as fully to

public health as to defense against foreign and domestic enemies. The military has

contingency plans for almost any imaginable attack, or so we are told. After Ebola, MERS,

SARS, Swine Flue, Zika and HIV-Aids, why were the civilian agencies so unprepared for yet

another pandemic? This won’t be the last one. But it had better be the last for which our

nation was unready.

<Vocabulary & Expressions >

fundamental apply to A
domestic *contingency TIR—D, RED
soSV *Swine Flue A 7
*Zika Tk civilian
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