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(The Nature Theory] If genes did not affect our behavior, we would expect that a pair

of twins brought up by the same family under the same conditions would have similar

characteristics, while twins brought up in two separate families under separate conditions

would have different characteristics. But in fact studies show that even twins brought up

in separate families share many surprising similarities.
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(The Nurture Theory] If the environment did not contribute anything to a person’s

characteristics and behavior, then identical twins should be exactly the same in every way,

even if they were brought up apart. But many studies show that in reality they are never

exactly alike, even though they are very similar in most ways.
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nurture contribute (to A)

identical twins
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If a tree falls in the forest and no one is present to hear it, does it make a sound? < g >

The common-sense answer to this riddle is yes, of course a falling tree makes a sound. If you

and I were walking in the forest at the time, we would clearly hear the cracking of the wood,

the rustling of the leaves, and the heavy sound as the trunk slammed into the forest floor.

It seems obvious that this sound would be present even if you and I were not. The scientific

answer to the riddle, however, is no. A falling tree itself makes no sound, but merely creates

vibrations in the air and the ground. These vibrations become sound only if something

special is present to receive and translate them: say, an ear connected to a brain.

<Vocabulary & Expressions >

riddle *rustle FEMIHEHHL
trunk merely
vibration
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E.B. White said, “Analyzing humor is like dissecting a frog. Few people are interested and

the frog dies of it.” We cannot help but disagree with White on his first point. If few people

were interested, this book would not be being read and the dozens of studies I introduced

here would not have been conducted. However, we cannot argue with White on his second

point. It is difficult, perhaps impossible, to analyze humor without destroying the humor.
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dissect cannot help but do
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