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“My becoming deaf when I did,” he writes, “was remarkably fortunate.” By the age of seven

a child will have grasped the essentials of language, as I had. Having learned naturally

how to speak was another advantage. I had the basis of a vocabulary which could easily be

extended by reading. All of these would have been denied me if I had been born deaf or lost

my hearing earlier than I did.
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We admitted around 1,000 very sick children each year to the district’s one small hospital,

which meant around three per day. I will never forget trying to save the lives of those

children. All had very severe diseases like diarrhea, pneumonia, and malaria, often

complicated by anemia and malnutrition, and despite our best efforts, around one in 20 of

them died. That was one child every week, almost all of whom we could have cured if we had

had more and better resources and staff.
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admit district
diarrhea pneumonia
*malaria ~Z7 U7 *anemia A i
malnutrition
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Just before the storm began to affect New York, the mayor’s office warned by Twitter that

the electricity could fail. If that had happened, it would have been fascinating to see how

New York would have behaved if all those modern forms of communication had stopped.

Would people have panicked? Would they have been happy to rely on old-fashioned, battery-

powered radios for news instead? Might that have been a relief?

<Vocabulary & Expressions >

mayor relief
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Around 54,000 coronavirus-linked deaths in the U.S. could have been avoided if states had

issued coronavirus restrictions on March 1, 2020, according to a new Columbia University

model that starkly demonstrates how early action might have curtailed the growth of the

virus. 36,000 fewer people would have died in the midst of the crisis if the U.S. had acted

just one week earlier to impose social distancing measures, the data shows.

<Vocabulary & Expressions >

issue restriction
starkly curtail
in the midst of A 1mpose
measure
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