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The same was still more true of the Poles themselves, two unique but featureless

geographical points on the planet, whose inaccessibility attracted generations of explorers.

There was no reason to go there, except to test the limits of human endurance, to declare

that mankind was master of the planet, and to establish which nation was really the best at

this kind of thing.

<Vocabulary & Expressions > R ELZ LT, OO ORVEESCRIEZEZ 9,

true of A pole
geographical inaccessibility
endurance declare
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To read critically, we also need to be aware of our own bias or prejudice as well as the

author’s. To be biased or prejudiced is to have a closed mind about something or someone.

<fi#&>  All of us have biases, even authors; so as critical readers we must be careful not

to let our biases interfere with our comprehension. Similarly, we must be able to recognize

an author’s bias so that we are not influenced until we have investigated the facts.

<Vocabulary & Expressions >

critically bias

prejudice interfere (with O)

comprehension investigate
<FOgR>
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This new research involved scenarios in which good intentions led to bad outcomes (someone

gives a homeless person a new jacket, only to have the poor man beaten up by others who

believe he has stolen it), or good outcomes occurred despite questionable motives (a couple

adopts a disabled child to receive money from the state).

<Vocabulary & Expressions >

intention outcome
motive adopt
<FOER>
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Consider the similarities of “family photographs” throughout the modern industrial

societies. No matter what the society, a wedding can be scarcely said to have taken place

unless the participants are photographed. A baby is not properly born until it is “snapped,”

and not to photograph it regularly thereafter can seem a form of child neglect. Merely to

display a family photograph album can have a highly symbolic effect.

<Vocabulary & Expressions >

take place properly
snap thereafter
merely

<FOER>
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